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January 14, 2021 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Pastor, Rev. Sharon Kichline   pastorsharon@websterum.org 
Assistant Pastor, Joshua Krakos   assistantpastor@websterum.org 
Music Ministry, Lamar Fitzgerald   directormusic@websterum.org 
Youth Ministry, Pastor Paige Foster   directoryouth@websterum.org 
Children’s Ministry, Shaeleigh Parsons  directorchildren@websterum.org 
Secretary, Holly Graham    secretary@websterum.org 
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Extending Building Closure 
 
After conferring with the leadership of the Safety Team, 
Trustees, and our Lay Leader, we have agreed to the prudence 
of extending the closing of the church building to groups for 
another 30 days, through January 16th. We will continue to 
monitor pandemic statistics, and reassess in January.  
 
As before, individuals who have a task to perform may still come into 
the church as long as they follow all COVID protective procedures, 
including masking, handwashing, and physical distancing. 
 
Thanks all, Pastor Sharon 

 

Every week, the office is closed to everyone from Wednesday 6p to 

Thursday 10a.    Thank you! -Pastor Sharon & SPRC   

 
WUM Newsletter Deadline 
All articles and submissions sent to secretary@websterum.org by Mondays at 10a 
will be included in that week’s newsletter. Thank you! –Pastor Sharon 

 
Our calendar   https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/  

is important for us to schedule different individuals, times and places in our 
church building…Be sure to email Holly in the office to schedule usage!  (NOTE:  
The building is closed to all groups for another 30 days due to the rise in Covid 
transmissions) secretary@websterum.org  (Nov. 18 through Jan 16, 2021) 
 
 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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…a message from Pastor Sharon 
 
Dear Church, 
Please join me in this prayer for 2021. 

 
                                            “I Hold My Life Up to You Now” 

 
 

Patient God, the clock struck midnight, 
 and I partied with a strange sadness in my heart,  

confusion in my mind. 
Now, I ask you to gather me, for I realize the storms of time have scattered me, 

the furies of the year past have driven me, 
many sorrows have scarred me, 

many accomplishments have disappointed me, 
much activity has wearied me, 

and fear has spooked me into a hundred hiding places,  
one of which is pretended gaiety. 

 
I am sick of a string of “Have a nice days.” 

What I want is passionate days, 
wondrous days, 
dangerous days, 

blessed days, 
surprising days. 

What I want is you! 
 

Patient God, this day teeters on the edge of waiting, 
and things seem to slip away from me, 

as though everything was only memory and memory is capricious. 
Help me not to let my life slip away from me. 

O God, I hold up my life to you now, as much as I can, as high as I can, 
in this mysterious reach called prayer. 

Come close, lest I wobble and fall short. 
It is not days or years I seek from you, not infinity and enormity, 

but small things and moments and awareness, 
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awareness that you are in what I am, and in what I have been indifferent to. 
 

It is not new time, but new eyes, new heart I seek, and you.  
 

Excerpts from Guerrillas of Grace 
Prayers for the Battle 

By Ted Loder 

Grace and peace+                                                                                                           
Pastor Sharon 
 

 
 
New Sermon Series: God is Holding Your Life 
 
Life has gotten especially difficult and exhausting. Using the Book of Psalms as our 

witness, we will explore together how we can trust God to keep ahold of us in 
God’s hands through it all. 

Who do you know who is worn out, worn down, down and out, and upside down, 
and could stand to hear some comforting words from people who have been 

there and done that? 
Invite them to join us for our Sunday Worship at 10:30a on Facebook, or anytime 

thereafter on our website, websterunitedmethodist.org. 
 

 
 
 
How are YOU connected to Webster United Methodist and 
your fellow church-goers?  Please submit your stories to Holly, 
secretary@websterum.org and we will run one in the 
Newsletter each week.  They can be heartfelt, funny, serious, 
informational, or all of the above. We look forward to hearing 
from you!  

http://websterunitedmethodist.org/
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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Welcome, Here's Some Food, We Have a Job for You   
 

Dan and I moved to Webster 
Groves from Mexico, Missouri, in 
January of 1967 with our young 
children - Robyn, Tim, and Mark - 
and our baby Joy.  Dan had 
accepted a job transfer to the St. 
Louis area with Doane Agricultural 
Services as a farm manager and 
rural appraiser. 
 
The first week we arrived the 
minister came to welcome us.  At 
that time Rev. John Ward and Rev. 

John Meredith were the ministers.   The second week some neighbors who 
attended First Methodist, including Lorraine Bemis, came by with food to 
welcome us, and we took our family to the church that Sunday.  The third week 
Dan and I were officially the new teachers of the three-year-old Sunday School 
class at First Methodist.  Mark happened to be three, and the church happened to 
need a teacher for the classroom.  Nobody seemed to mind that we weren't 
officially members until Palm Sunday.  
 
Dan and I were always very active in the church.  For many years he was an 
usher.  Back in the 1970s, I remember that during the candlelight Christmas Eve 
Service, Dan and the other ushers wore gloves made out of asbestos as a safety 
measure.   
 
I have been active in UMW and joined the church choir after Dan died in 1987.  I 
sang in the choir for 25 years.  It's purely a coincidence, but I had decided to step 
away the same year that Bob Hutcheson did. 
 
The children all grew up in the church.  When Rev. Farris became the pastor he 
would joke that our family filled the whole pew.  Even now when family members 
come back for a visit, we still do!  Robyn and her family are in Union, Mark and his 
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family live in Anchorage, Tim and his family are in Fenton, and Joy and her family 
live in Jefferson City.  Grandchildren are located from Missouri to Colorado. 
 
Carol Wedekind 

 

 
 

A wonderful parade of 2 dozen cars full of joyful 

people honked and waved their way past the house of 
Gordon Shull, our new centenarian this week. 
Happy 100th Birthday, Gordon! 

 
 
 

  
 
ZOOM Chat! 
 
Please join Pastor Sharon for Church Chat, Sunday, January 24, from 11:30a-
12:15p. It's a changing group of folks who gather on Zoom to do a little 
fellowshipping with the pastor. To join, contact secretary@websterum.org. 

 

Girl Scout Cookies for Sale!! 
 
You won't see the Girl Scouts in Fellowship Hall this year, but you can still support 
them through your purchase of delicious Girl Scout cookies. Two girls, Edith Leslie 
and Sarah Vader, are selling cookies this year. You fill out the online order form, 
pay online, and choose to have the cookies dropped off at your house by the Girl 
Scouts or delivered by mail. It is very easy! 
 
We split the congregation in half by last name, please place your order online as 
follows: 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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A-M last names purchase from Edith at: 
https://digitalcookie.girlscouts.org/scout/edith592332  
 
N-Z last names purchase from Sarah at: 
https://DigitalCookie.GirlScouts.org/scout/sarah290829 

 

 

 
 

Winter Preparedness 
 
Vehicle Emergency Kit 
 
Make sure the following items are available in all vehicles for the winter season. 
 
Blanket 
Cell phone and charger 
Food (granola bars and packaged nuts) 
Medicine and first aid kit 
Shovel and salt, kitty litter or sand 
Ice scraper and brush 
Jumper cables 
Flashlight and flares 
Extra warm clothes 
Toilet paper and plastic bags or containers (for sanitation) 
 
Vehicle Preparedness 
 
Always have at least ½ tank of fuel in your car during the winter 
Service the radiator and maintain antifreeze level 
Never use cruise control while driving on slippery surfaces such as ice or snow 
Never warm up your car in an enclosed area such as a garage 
Keep your windshield wiper fluid filled 

https://digitalcookie.girlscouts.org/scout/edith592332
https://digitalcookie.girlscouts.org/scout/sarah290829
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Check your tire pressure and tread 
Make sure your vehicle is serviced before you travel and check for recalls. 
 
Information from Missouri Conference Disaster Response.   
https://www.moumethodist.org/resourcedetail/winter-preparedness-checklist-14902638  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

January 2021 

Webster United Methodist Youth Group 

**Virtual Gatherings unless noted** 

 
Jan 17 UMC and Race 
Join us as we talk about the United Methodist Church and its relation with race 
ahead of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
 
Jan 24 Take-Home Stations 
Boxes with station bags will be sent to your house! We will gather online to go 
through the activities of the stations together! 
 
Jan 31 Parking Lot Fire 
Bring your masks as we gather around a parking lot fire and enjoy each other’s 
company from a distance! See you all at 5:30.  

 

 
 

https://www.moumethodist.org/resourcedetail/winter-preparedness-checklist-14902638
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Join our Facebook group! There you can find the latest updates, events, and the 
weekly message, as well as occasional activities and crafts for the 
children. https://www.facebook.com/groups/708071979728500 
 
Shaeleigh Parsons 
Director of Children's Ministry 
(she/her/hers) 

 
 

 
 

 
Our Prayer Concerns:  Joyce Simpson; Graves (Dan Pike); Lemasters/Daniels 

families (Lynne Wehrman); Julie Puckett, Uncle Bob, Stephanie and Mike, Elise, 
Aunt Ethel and son Ken (Clay Grumke); Carol Carinci (Debbie Lund); Morgan 
(Margo Petracek); Ron and Carol Wright (Bev Mesey); Jacque (Linda Austin); 
Lorraine Bemis; Doris Thomas, (Randy Thomas); Kristen Kremer; Skip Reynolds 
(John and Sharon Wersching); Peter Schüren (Debbie Lund); Gayle Fields; Todd 
(Gordon Ballam); Sherry Dodd, Mia (Paula Murphy); Carol and Jim Simpson 
(Clarke Montford); Dorothy Reid (Sandy Reid); Roy &  Angie Mangan (Vicki Hoyer); 
Victor Browning (Janet Iggulden);  Andrew Kennon and family, Amanda Kohlfeld 
(Marcia Kennon); Joe Krabbe and family; Mary Felden Peters; Jodi and Chris 
Medieta (Joel Kichline); George and Norena Badway (Toni Miceli’s parents); Jo 
Ann and Pat Claywell; Joyce and Scott Simpson family; Ariana (Jan Hanson); Stuart 
/Reesor family; those quarantined in close quarters; Sherry Bryan;  John and 
Carolyn Denison in Lake Charles, LA (Carolyn Redmore’s brother and sister-in-
law); Ryanlyn Mathis; Health and Healing for COVID patients; Our country’s 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/708071979728500
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future; Students and Teachers; people suffering through natural disasters; for 
workers who bring us food; for healthcare providers. 
 
Prayer requests will remain on the prayer list until we are notified to remove 
them. 
 
To have your prayer requests included, please contact us using the: 

• Connection Card or Prayer Requests on our website  

• Email secretary@websterum.org 

• Contact one of our pastors: 
o Pastor Josh at assistantpastor@websterum.org 
o Pastor Paige at directoryouth@websterum.org 
o Pastor Sharon at pastorsharon@websterum.org 

 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
mailto:assistantpastor@websterum.org
mailto:directoryouth@websterum.org
mailto:pastorsharon@websterum.org

