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Extending Building Closure 
 
After conferring with the leadership of the Safety Team, 
Trustees, and our Lay Leader, we have agreed to the prudence 
of continuing to keep the church building closed to groups.  
We will continue to monitor pandemic statistics, and reassess 
monthly.  
 
As before, individuals who have a task to perform may still come into 
the church as long as they follow all COVID protective procedures, 
including masking, handwashing, and physical distancing. 
 
Thanks all, Pastor Sharon 

 

Every week, the office is closed to everyone from Wednesday 6p to 

Thursday 10a.    Thank you! -Pastor Sharon & SPRC   

 
WUM Newsletter Deadline 
All articles and submissions sent to secretary@websterum.org by Mondays at 10a 
will be included in that week’s newsletter. Thank you! –Pastor Sharon 

 
Our calendar   https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/  

is important for us to schedule different individuals, times and places in our 
church building…Be sure to email Holly in the office to schedule usage: 
secretary@websterum.org   (NOTE:  The building is closed to all groups until 
otherwise announced, due to the level of Covid transmissions)  
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…a message from Pastor Sharon 
 
A New Chapter 
 
January 20, 2021  
 
As I write this note, Joel and I have been watching the peaceable transition of 
power in our nation’s capital, as a new candidate was inaugurated into the 
Presidency.  My head and my heart are both full of joy and hope in watching the 
bi-partisan attendance and engagement at the event. Oh, I know…tomorrow we’ll 
probably see and hear all the politicians back on their own sides of the aisle. The 
debates over everything will continue. But today, it feels like we witnessed a long-
overdue ideal of the UNITED States.  
 
Did your heart soar when we heard the patriotic solos and watched the field of 
American flags snapping in the wind? I admit, I’m a tad sappy, and mine did. I was 
reminded again how very proud I am to be a part of this nation, which, though 
certainly imperfect, has historically struggled to do better by its people.  A nation 
which has made room for and honored respectful disagreement. A nation which 
has continued to move forward because of the gift of compromise.  
 
This new administration is coming into a tough set of challenges. We are currently 
in the most deadly season of the COVID-19 pandemic that we have yet 
experienced, and the pressure for access to the vaccine is growing to anxious 
levels in some communities. Economic hardship abounds. There are many who 
are terribly disappointed in the political outcome, and are promising violent 
reprisals. The reckless and irresponsible use of violence by law officers against 
people of color continues to threaten justice in our nation. Every day, scientists 
tell us that our planet is losing more and more of our valuable biodiversity as our 
planet warms and human activity threatens the very existence of creation. There 
are certainly serious challenges for the new guy. 
 
But a new chapter has begun. One that seems to offer reason, respect, and 
integrity. For that, I am deeply hopeful. Please join me in praying for ALL the 
leaders of our country. 
 
Grace and peace+ 
 
Pastor Sharon 
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New Sermon Series: “God is Holding Your Life” 
 
Life has become especially difficult and exhausting. Using the Book of Psalms as 
our witness, we will explore together how we can trust God to hold us through it 
all. 
 
Whom do you know who is worn out, worn down, down and out, and upside 
down, and could stand to hear some comforting words from people who have 
been there and done that?  Invite them to join us for our Sunday Worship at 
10:30a on Facebook, or anytime thereafter on our website, 
websterunitedmethodist.org. 
 

 
 
ZOOM Chat! 
 
Please join Pastor Sharon for Church Chat, Sunday, January 24, from 11:30a-
12:15p. It's a changing group of folks who gather on Zoom to do a little 
fellowshipping with each other and the pastor. To join, contact 
secretary@websterum.org. 
 
 

 
 
How are YOU connected to Webster United Methodist and your fellow 
church-goers?  Please submit your stories to Holly, 
secretary@websterum.org and we will run one in the Newsletter each 
week.  They can be heartfelt, funny, serious, informational, or all of the 
above. We look forward to hearing from you!  
 

http://websterunitedmethodist.org/
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ANGELS AMONG US 

 
In 1999, Carol and Clyde retired to St. 
Louis.  After 40 years working in 
engineering we returned to the city 
where we grew up and met in high 
school. We quickly found an apartment 
in Brentwood in what was called 
Audubon Park (aka Birdland). 
 
We had been Methodists in Milwaukee 
and wanted to continue.  We found two 
possible churches in the phone 
directory. A large urban church was not 
our desire, so we opted for Webster 
Groves.  After getting directions from 

the church secretary, Jean Ransdell, we were there the next Sunday.  
 
Following others down to Fellowship Hall after worship, as we entered, there 
were two Angels.  They were on us like a bolt of lightning.  We were impressed 
with Mary Samuels and Lo Swanson.  They were our mentors for months.  Earl 
(aka Sam) Samuels and Dick Swanson were also great. Beth Anderson was next to 
greet us.   These five Angels had us in a Sunday School class before coffee time 
was over.   
 

Clyde Gilker 

 
Hello Church,  
 
We are in 2021! As a result, C.A.L.L. (Cultivating and Activating Lay Leadership) 
has met and come up with some very exciting small groups. In addition to this, at 
Forming Faith we have started with the Gospel of Matthew and we just ordered 
some great study guides. This would be a great time to join us. Please email me if 
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you are able to make it. We meet at 8:00 PM on Mondays on Zoom! I hope to 
hear from you all.  
 
Best, 
Pastor Joshua, assistantpastor@websterum.org 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Dorothy 
Davis sent a 
note about 
Lord’s Acre! 
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Sunday, January 17: Human Relations Special Offering 
 
This special offering supports community developers, United Methodist Voluntary 
Service and Youth Offender Rehabilitation programs. Your gift can make a 
difference to someone struggling to pull themselves out of the cycles of poverty 
and violence.  
 
You can give by making your check out to Webster UM and marking “Human 
Relations” in the memo section, or go to the Give Tab on our website, 
websterunitedmethodist.org.   
 

 
 
Girl Scout Cookies for Sale!! 
 
You won't see the Girl Scouts in Fellowship Hall this year, but you can still support 
them through your purchase of delicious Girl Scout cookies. Two girls, Edith Leslie 
and Sarah Vader, are selling cookies this year. You fill out the online order form, 
pay online, and choose to have the cookies dropped off at your house by the Girl 
Scouts or delivered by mail. It is very easy! 
 
We split the congregation in half by last name, please place your order online as 
follows: 
A-M last names purchase from Edith at: 
https://digitalcookie.girlscouts.org/scout/edith592332  
 
N-Z last names purchase from Sarah at: 
https://DigitalCookie.GirlScouts.org/scout/sarah290829 

 

 

http://websterunitedmethodist.org/
https://digitalcookie.girlscouts.org/scout/edith592332
https://digitalcookie.girlscouts.org/scout/sarah290829
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January 2021 

Webster United Methodist Youth Group 

**Virtual Gatherings unless noted** 

Jan 24 Take-Home Stations 
Boxes with station bags will be sent to your house! We will gather online to go 
through the activities of the stations together! 
 
Jan 31 Parking Lot Fire 
Bring your masks as we gather around a parking lot fire and enjoy each other’s 
company from a distance! See you all at 5:30.  

 

 
 

 
 
Join our Facebook group! There you can find the latest updates, events, and the 
weekly message, as well as occasional activities and crafts for the 
children. https://www.facebook.com/groups/708071979728500 
 
Shaeleigh Parsons 
Director of Children's Ministry 
(she/her/hers) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/708071979728500
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Our Prayer Concerns:  Joyce Simpson; Graves (Dan Pike); Lemasters/Daniels 

families (Lynne Wehrman); Julie Puckett, Uncle Bob, Stephanie and Mike, Elise, 
Aunt Ethel and son Ken (Clay Grumke); Carol Carinci (Debbie Lund); Morgan 
(Margo Petracek); Ron and Carol Wright (Bev Mesey); Jacque (Linda Austin); 
Lorraine Bemis; Doris Thomas (Randy Thomas); Kristen Kremer; Skip Reynolds 
(John and Sharon Wersching); Peter Schüren (Debbie Lund); Gayle Fields; Todd 
(Gordon Ballam); Sherry Dodd, Mia (Paula Murphy); Carol and Jim Simpson 
(Clarke Montford); Dorothy Reid (Sandy Reid); Roy, &  Angie Mangan (Vicki 
Hoyer); Victor Browning (Janet Iggulden);  Andrew Kennon and family, Amanda 
Kohlfeld (Marcia Kennon); Joe Krabbe and family; Mary Felden Peters; Jodi and 
Chris Medieta (Joel Kichline); George and Norena Badway (Toni Miceli’s parents); 
Jo Ann and Pat Claywell; Joyce and Scott Simpson family; Ariana (Jan Hanson); 
Stuart /Reesor family; those quarantined in close quarters; Sherry Bryan;  John 
and Carolyn Denison in Lake Charles, LA (Carolyn Redmore’s brother and sister-in-
law); Ryanlyn Mathis; Health and Healing for COVID patients; Our country’s 
future; Students and Teachers; people suffering through natural disasters; for 
workers who bring us food; for healthcare providers. 
 
Prayer requests will remain on the prayer list until we are notified to remove 
them. 
 
To have your prayer requests included, please contact us using the: 

• Connection Card or Prayer Requests on our website  

• Email secretary@websterum.org 

• Contact one of our pastors: 
o Pastor Josh at assistantpastor@websterum.org 
o Pastor Paige at directoryouth@websterum.org 
o Pastor Sharon at pastorsharon@websterum.org 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
mailto:assistantpastor@websterum.org
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