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January 7, 2021 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Pastor, Rev. Sharon Kichline   pastorsharon@websterum.org 
Assistant Pastor, Joshua Krakos   assistantpastor@websterum.org 
Music Ministry, Lamar Fitzgerald   directormusic@websterum.org 
Youth Ministry, Pastor Paige Foster   directoryouth@websterum.org 
Children’s Ministry, Shaeleigh Parsons  directorchildren@websterum.org 
Secretary, Holly Graham    secretary@websterum.org 

 
314-961-4133 

https://websterunitedmethodist.org/  
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Extending Building Closure 
 
After conferring with the leadership of the Safety Team, 
Trustees, and our Lay Leader, we have agreed to the prudence 
of extending the closing of the church building to groups for 
another 30 days, through January 16th. We will continue to 
monitor pandemic statistics, and reassess in January.  
 
As before, individuals who have a task to perform may still come into 
the church as long as they follow all COVID protective procedures, 
including masking, handwashing, and physical distancing. 
 
Thanks all, Pastor Sharon 

 

Every week, the office is closed to everyone from Wednesday 6p to 

Thursday 10a.    Thank you! -Pastor Sharon & SPRC   

 
WUM Newsletter Deadline 
All articles and submissions sent to secretary@websterum.org by Mondays at 10a 
will be included in that week’s newsletter. Thank you! –Pastor Sharon 

 
Our calendar   https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/  

is important for us to schedule different individuals, times and places in our 
church building…Be sure to email Holly in the office to schedule usage!  (NOTE:  
The building is closed to all groups for another 30 days due to the rise in Covid 
transmissions) Secretary@websterum.org  (Nov. 18 through Jan 16, 2021) 
 
 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/
mailto:Secretary@websterum.org
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…a message from Pastor Sharon 
 

“The works of God’s hands are faithful and just.”                                                                                              
- Psalm 111:7a 

 
Sometimes it feels to me like life is a series of exclamations from “Oh No!” to 
“Help!” to “Oh Yeah!” We can swing between disappointment, helplessness, and 
gratitude on a daily basis. There are also seasons of our lives when we feel 
inundated with more of one than the others. As we enter this new year, many of 
us may have hoped we would be past the “Oh No!’s” of the last 10 months. 
Instead we find ourselves with ongoing prayers for “Help!” 
 
The many poets who contributed to the Book of Psalms knew all about this.  
Written over a span of time from exile and isolation to the rebuilding of the 
Israelite community, the poetry of the Psalms will accompany us in our new 
sermon series entitled, God is Holding Your Life. The Book of Psalms is a treasure 
trove of ancient but still relevant witnesses who remind us that through it all, we 
can trust and even give our thankful “Oh Yeah!” because God is, indeed, holding 
onto us.  
 
As a kid in Vacation Bible School a million years ago, I learned the lyrics and 
accompanying hand gestures to the song, “He’s Got the Whole World in His 
Hands”. The song conjures up the imagery of the wind and the rain, the little bitty 
baby, and you and me sister, all wrapped together safe and snug in God’s 
beautiful hands. This image offers comfort and strength.  
 
Who do you know who is worn out, worn down, down and out, and upside down, 
and could stand to hear some comforting words from people who have been 
there and done that? Invite them to join us for our Sunday Worship at 10:30a on 
Facebook, or anytime thereafter on our website, websterunitedmethodist.org.  
 
Consider it a gift of caring, like a giant hug (which you can’t do right now, but you 
can do this). 
 
Grace and peace+                                                                                                           
Pastor Sharon 
 

http://websterunitedmethodist.org/


4 
 

 

 

 

Birthday Drive-By Parade   

Come join us next Tuesday, January 12th, in a physically safe 

celebration of Gordon Shull’s 100th birthday!  Everyone stays 

in their cars, honks their horns, and waves. Decorations of 

banners and balloons are encouraged, but optional. We’ll 

gather at 3:40 at the Grant View Branch St. Louis County Library 

parking lot at 9700 Musick Rd, and proceed from there. 

Contact: Pastor Sharon 
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Girl Scout Cookies for Sale!! 
 
You won't see the Girl Scouts in Fellowship Hall this year, but you can still support 
them through your purchase of delicious Girl Scout cookies. Two girls, Edith Leslie 
and Sarah Vader, are selling cookies this year. You fill out the online order form, 
pay online, and choose to have the cookies dropped off at your house by the Girl 
Scouts or delivered by mail. It is very easy! 
 
We split the congregation in half by last name. Please place your order online as 
follows: 
A-M last names purchase from Edith at: 
https://digitalcookie.girlscouts.org/scout/edith592332  
 
N-Z last names purchase from Sarah at: 
https://DigitalCookie.GirlScouts.org/scout/sarah290829 

 

 

 
Dear Church, 
 
How exciting to report that as of this writing, our Christmas Offerings have totaled 
$6097! As it is our intention to send half of it away, that means that a gift of 
$1524 will be presented to each of our chosen recipients, InExcelsis and Room at 
the Inn. These funds can buy a lot of breakfasts, gloves and blankets, and support 
training opportunities for those trying to survive and maybe even thrive through 
this winter. 
 
Thank you, Church, for your Christmas generosity! What a great way to close out 
an especially challenging year. I'm so proud to serve as your pastor. 
 
Grace and peace+ 
Pastor Sharon 
 

https://digitalcookie.girlscouts.org/scout/edith592332
https://digitalcookie.girlscouts.org/scout/sarah290829
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Winter Preparedness 
 
Vehicle Emergency Kit 
 
Make sure the following items are available in all vehicles for the winter season. 
 
Blanket 
Cell phone and charger 
Food (granola bars and packaged nuts) 
Medicine and first aid kit 
Shovel and salt, kitty litter or sand 
Ice scraper and brush 
Jumper cables 
Flashlight and flares 
Extra warm clothes 
Toilet paper and plastic bags or containers (for sanitation) 
 
Vehicle Preparedness 
 
Always have at least ½ tank of fuel in your car during the winter 
Service the radiator and maintain antifreeze level 
Never use cruise control while driving on slippery surfaces such as ice or snow 
Never warm up your car in an enclosed area such as a garage 
Keep your windshield wiper fluid filled 
Check your tire pressure and tread 
Make sure your vehicle is serviced before you travel and check for recalls. 
 
Information from Missouri Conference Disaster Response.   
https://www.moumethodist.org/resourcedetail/winter-preparedness-checklist-14902638  

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.moumethodist.org/resourcedetail/winter-preparedness-checklist-14902638
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Merry Christmas Church,  
  
I hope you all had a wonderful, meaningful, safe holiday!! I pray that the love of 
Christ continues to resound through our hearts and homes as we move toward 
the New Year.   
  
In my recent life I have experienced some upheavals, nothing debilitating or 
catastrophic, just changes in circumstance. That being said, I will be living in 
Lenexa, KS (my hometown) with my mom for the next 6 or so weeks. I have 
spoken with the Church Council and Pastor Sharon about this pivot. They were 
both accepting of these life changes and support me doing what is best for me.   
  
In the meantime, I will continue to serve as the assistant pastor providing worship 
content and liturgy. Although the backgrounds in my videos may change, my joy 
in creating worship with and for Webster United Methodist remains unaltered. I 
will also continue my duties of leading the youth group online for the time being. 
We will continue to meet online at 5:30 and have our once-a-month gatherings 
on the parking lot. Our next one is schedule for January 31st.   
  
I appreciate the support I have already received from members of Church Council 
and the staff. Webster has made a mark on my heart and I’m grateful that you all 
understand the bumps of life and are willing to offer grace just as Christ offered it 
to us.   
  
This time of transition has set for me a path to hone my spirituality, recalibrate 
with God, and renew myself with family. I welcome and reciprocate your good 
thoughts, prayers, and wishes as we all enter a new year and find what makes us 
feel alive!   
  
Blessings, life and peace,  
  
Pastor Paige   
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 Jigsaw Puzzles! 
 
If you are working on the Noah Ark’s puzzle, please let Carol 
Gilker know – she has the missing piece! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

January 2021 

Webster United Methodist Youth Group 

**Virtual Gatherings unless noted** 

 
Jan 10 Spaghetti Night 
We will meet to make spaghetti for dinner! An ingredient list is in your inbox! We 
will start at 5:30 and make dinner for those around us. It will be a good time!  
 
Jan 17 UMC and Race 
Join us as we talk about the United Methodist Church and its relation with race 
ahead of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
 
Jan 24 Take-Home Stations 
Boxes with station bags will be sent to your house! We will gather online to go 
through the activities of the stations together! 
 
Jan 31 Parking Lot Fire 
Bring your masks as we gather around a parking lot fire and enjoy each other’s 
company from a distance! See you all at 5:30.  
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Join our Facebook group! There you can find the latest updates, events, and the 
weekly message, as well as occasional activities and crafts for the 
children. https://www.facebook.com/groups/708071979728500 
 
Shaeleigh Parsons 
Director of Children's Ministry 
(she/her/hers) 

 
 

 
 

 
Our Sympathy to the family and friends of Cherie Simpson, Joyce Simpson’s 

mother-in-law, Kristen Kremer’s Mom, and the grandmother of Paige, Paityon, 
Ely, Danielle and Caitlyn. 

 
Our Prayer Concerns:  Joyce Simpson; Graves (Dan Pike); Lemasters/Daniels 

families (Lynne Wehrman); Julie Puckett, Uncle Bob, Stephanie and Mike, Elise, 
Aunt Ethel and son Ken (Clay Grumke); Carol Carinci (Debbie Lund); Morgan 
(Margo Petracek); Ron and Carol Wright (Bev Mesey); Jacque (Linda Austin); 
Lorraine Bemis; Doris Thomas, (Randy Thomas); Kristen Kremer; Skip Reynolds 
(John and Sharon Wersching); Peter Schüren (Debbie Lund); Gayle Fields; Todd 
(Gordon Ballam); Sherry Dodd, Mia (Paula Murphy); Carol and Jim Simpson 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/708071979728500
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(Clarke Montford); Dorothy Reid (Sandy Reid); Roy &  Angie Mangan (Vicki Hoyer); 
Victor Browning (Janet Iggulden);  Andrew Kennon and family, Amanda Kohlfeld 
(Marcia Kennon); Joe Krabbe and family; Mary Felden Peters; Jodi and Chris 
Medieta (Joel Kichline); George and Norena Badway (Toni Miceli’s parents); Jo 
Ann and Pat Claywell; Joyce and Scott Simpson family; Ariana (Jan Hanson); Stuart 
/Reesor family; those quarantined in close quarters; Sherry Bryan;  John and 
Carolyn Denison in Lake Charles, LA (Carolyn Redmore’s brother and sister-in-
law); Ryanlyn Mathis; Health and Healing for COVID patients; Our country’s 
future; Students and Teachers; people suffering through natural disasters; for 
workers who bring us food; for healthcare providers. 
 
To have your prayer requests included, please contact us using the: 

• Connection Card or Prayer Requests on our website  

• Email secretary@websterum.org 

• Contact one of our pastors: 
o Pastor Josh at assistantpastor@websterum.org 
o Pastor Paige at directoryouth@websterum.org 
o Pastor Sharon at pastorsharon@websterum.org 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
mailto:assistantpastor@websterum.org
mailto:directoryouth@websterum.org
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