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Extending Building Closure 
 
After conferring with the leadership of the Safety Team, 
Trustees, and our Lay Leader, we have agreed to the prudence 
of continuing to keep the church building closed to groups.  
We will continue to monitor pandemic statistics, and reassess 
monthly.  
 
As before, individuals who have a task to perform may still come into 
the church as long as they follow all COVID protective procedures, 
including masking, handwashing, and physical distancing. 
 
Thanks all, Pastor Sharon 

 

Every week, the office is closed to everyone from Wednesday 6p to 

Thursday 10a.    Thank you! -Pastor Sharon & SPRC   

 
Our calendar   https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/  

is important for us to schedule different individuals, times and places in our 
church building…Be sure to email Holly in the office to schedule usage!  (NOTE:  
The building is closed to all groups until otherwise announced, due to the level 
of Covid transmissions) secretary@websterum.org   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/
mailto:secretary@websterum.org


3 
 

 
 
…a message from Pastor Sharon 
 

Dear Church, 
 
For many years, I became queasy at the thought of having ashes scraped across my 
forehead — not because they are a reminder of my own mortality (I feel that more 
and more when I try to do the things I could always do), and not because I dislike 
being called to repentance (I am very aware that I am quite imperfect and still on 
my journey of transformation). My discomfort came from my inability to square 
wearing my ashes for all to see with Jesus’ command in the Gospel for the day.  
 
You see, in the middle of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus takes to task those who 
do things merely for show rather than for dedicated spiritual discipline. “Beware of 
practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them,” he says. “Don’t 
sound a trumpet when you give alms. Don’t pray ostentatiously on street corners 
so others will see you. Don’t disfigure your face when you fast. Give alms, pray, and 
fast in secret, and your father who sees in secret will reward you.” 
 
Don’t disfigure your face. These words stuck in my mind while walking to the altar 
rail, while watching the pastor’s thumb touch the dark powder, while feeling the 
gritty scrape first vertical then horizontal on my forehead, like sooty sandpaper. 
Why are we disfiguring our faces when Jesus just told us not to? 
 
I was preparing a children’s sermon when I realized I had missed the point. As 
often happens, new insight bubbled up as I prepared to explain Lent to a group of 
5-year-olds.  
 
“Did you know that you have a cross on your forehead,” I asked, arching my 
eyebrows as high as they could go. They all looked back at me with those funny, 
squinched up faces that kids make when they are quizzical. Several shook their 
heads emphatically. “It’s true,” I said, “but the cross on your forehead is invisible.” 
 
That got their attention. They began looking at each other’s foreheads.  
 
I continued, “When you were baptized, a pastor took some water and made a 
cross right here” — I demonstrated on myself — “and said, ‘Through baptism, the 
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Holy Spirit makes you part of God’s new creation.’  That cross is still there, but you 
can’t really see it. It’s a reminder that you belong to God and that God loves you 
very much.”  
 
They nodded, open-mouthed. “Today is a special day because today we are going 
to use some special dust to make that cross appear on your foreheads again.” 
 
On Ash Wednesday, we don’t disfigure our faces so others can see how pious we 
are. In fact, it’s just the opposite. By making visible again the cross that we 
received at Baptism, we acknowledge how we have fallen short of God’s dream of 
the new creation.  It’s a declaration that we own our lack of repentance, our 
apathy to the suffering in the world. The renewed visibility of our baptismal 
crosses reminds us that we are still journeying toward sanctification, a theological 
term that means being one with Christ, transforming into what God intends us to 
be.  
 
On Ash Wednesday, February 17th, you will have an opportunity to make that 
cross visible again, if but for a brief time. Meet me at the church for Drive-Thru 
Ashes. I will be there from 7a-8:30a, and 5p-6:30p. Wear your mask, and stay in 
your car, and I will wear mine too. 
 
This mark will help us remember what it means to be a follower of Christ, to be 
sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked as Christ’s own forever. It will remind us that 
we have only a limited time on this earth to make a difference in the lives of those 
we meet, to show forth the love and light of God to a world too familiar with 
darkness.  
 
Certainly, it will wash off that night when we prepare for bed. But for a time, this 
small, crudely drawn cross will remind us of another cross, the one that Jesus calls 
his followers to pick up when they decide to follow him. All too often, that cross 
also fades into invisibility, a victim of our lethargy and misplaced priorities.  
 
During the season of Lent, we are given the opportunity to discern how to make 
that cross visible again.   
 
Grace and peace+ 

Pastor Sharon 
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How are YOU connected to Webster United Methodist and your fellow 
church-goers?  Please submit your stories to secretary@websterum.org 
and we will run one in the Newsletter each week.  They can be 
heartfelt, funny, serious, informational, or all of the above. We look 
forward to hearing from you!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
My relationship with our church, Linda Shantz 
 
I joined First United Methodist Church of Webster Groves in June of 1980, the 
actual Sunday that the church was saying goodbye to Rev. Berlyn Farris and hello 
to Rev. Neil Stein. I'd actually visited the 11:00 service almost 2 years before, but 
gave it a second look about 6 months before joining and discovered their 8:30a 
service. Although I needed the childcare and social interaction, I was really drawn 
here by the lay-coordinated, written, and led early worship service. I got involved 
with it right away and worked with such mentors as Challie Loomis, Del Johnson,  
Ruth Johnson and Barbara Doisy. They, and others who wrote, were thoughtful, 
kind, and faithful people who really tried to live their faith. A few names of other 
writers you may recognize include Margaret Skouby, Ted Hoyer, Janet Iggulden, 
Theresa and Clay Grumke, and Linda Guth Stangl. We tried including many 
unusual pieces, like Bob McCoy leading the children in the Macarena line dance, 
Bill Lee's rock & roll band playing an original song, and ending some services with 
the congregation lining the perimeter of the sanctuary and holding hands while 
we sang. We put together years of worship services, which were in themselves 
acts of faith. 
 
 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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My children participated in church life in many ways. “First Friends,” a part-time 
childcare program, was just what I most needed at the time I joined. They also  
 
 
 
 
 

attended Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, and sang with the Rainbow 
Connection, the children's choir of that time. Teachers they will never forget 
include Wally Barenkamp, Jan Fredstrom, and Bob McCoy. I, too, will always 
remember their dedication to raising happy, loving children. 
 
As a member of our church's prayer group, I've deepened my faith both through 
prayer itself and the other participants over the years. Bob Hutcheson, Jan 
Johnson, Larry Dunphy, Dorothy Gass, Dick and Lois Swanson, and Mary Lou 
Westmoreland were inspirational people with whom to pray. Singing in the choir 
has also been essential to recharging my faith batteries, and both Bob Hutcheson 
and Lamar Fitzgerald have been wonderful leaders. 
 
Webster United Methodist has been a good faith home for me! 
 
Linda Shantz 
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Love Our Community’s Children:  A February Diaper Drive 
 
During February, the month of love celebrations, show your love for our 
community’s under-served children by donating baby/toddler diapers (any size) 
and baby wipes to LifeWiseSTL.   LifeWise is an urban not-for-profit with a mission 
to assist families to achieve economic well-being by providing high-impact, 
relationship-based programming and by addressing systemic barriers to their 
success. One of their most consistent needs is for disposable diapers and wipes 
for their daycare and client families. 
 
We will have a collection bin on the parking lot Monday, Feb.15, Wednesday, 
Feb. 17, Mon., Feb 22, and Wed., Feb.24 from 9AM-6PM.  Please tell your friends 
and neighbors about our drive, and join them in dropping off your donations on 
those days.  If you cannot get diapers, you can donate to the “2021 Diaper Drive” 
on our website under the GIVE button.   
 
Thanks, 
Jan McCurley, Risk-Taking Missions Chair  

 
 
To The Church 
 
I want to thank all of you for making my 100th birthday one I will cherish forever.  
I have just completed rereading all the cards for the second time.  The phone calls 
and the cards plus the messages included were wonderful. 
 
The Parade was a surprise even though Pastor Sharon told me in advance that you 
were coming.  I expected a total of 6 cars, but 24 was unbelievable. 
 
I want to thank all of you for my big 100.  I’m working on the second 100. 
 
AGAIN, I MUST THANK THE ENTIRE CHURCH. 
 
I WANT TO THANK PASTOR SHARON FOR THE PARADE. 
 
IN CHRISTIAN LOVE, 
 
GORDON SHULL 
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Our Financial Picture as we begin 2021 
 
As you may recall we began 2020 anticipating that expenses would be greater 
than income by a fairly significant amount. The good news is that we actually did 
better than break even, in part due to the COVID impact. Key elements of 2020 
finances include: 
 

• Giving to the general budget totaled almost $295,000, an increase of 5% 

over 2019. 

• Other income (almost $85,000) included payments of $32,000 from the 

government related to our maintaining full staffing. 

• Our total spending at $346,700 was below our budgeted amount. 

• We paid our apportionments in full. 

• We maintained our full staffing for all of 2020. 

• Healthy support was given to national United Methodist causes and to local 

ministries. 

• Minimal building use for most of the year lowered operating costs, notably 

utilities. 

 
We start 2021 with a healthy balance sheet and pledges of $275,000, an increase 
of 7% over 2020 from more pledging units. Our initial budget for 2021 has the 
following features: 
 

• An anticipation that we will not be back to full building use for worship, 

meetings, and other uses until the latter part of the year. 

• Our income stream will be at least as great as 2020 with giving to the 

general budget at $300,000. 

• Our expenses will continue to be lower than historically due to limited 

building use. 

• Our payroll expense will be essentially unchanged at just over $182,000. 

• Our strong support for missions and outreach, locally and nationally, will 

continue. 
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The financial support of Webster United Methodist has been unwavering in spite 
of the pandemic, enabling online worship and support for local ministries and 
other mission activities.  Congratulations and a big thank you are well deserved. 
 
Derek Redmore, Finance Chair   

 

 
Young Adult Ministries (YAM) 
 
Hello all,  
 
We are having three new YAM-led small groups that are starting up in the new 
year. The first group, discussing theories of philosophy and theology, will be the 
first to meet, and we want to know if YOU are interested in joining us. Ethan 
DeMunbrun and I will be co-facilitating the class and haven't set a date yet. We 
want to get a starter list of participants and see what time works for you all. 
Please email me and let me know if you are interested.   
 
Note from Ethan: 
"Every week we will be watching a quick 15-minute video by the Philosophy15 
YouTube channel. Then we will get together at our designated time to discuss the 
material. The goal is to have a free-form open discussion about any thoughts or 
comments that anyone had about the videos’ topics. I look forward to 
philosophizing with all who are interested!" 
 
Please contact me assistantpastor@websterum.org if you would like to join the 
conversation!  
 
Best, 
Joshua  

 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:assistantpastor@websterum.org
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February 2021 

Webster United Methodist Youth Group 

**Virtual Gatherings unless noted** 

 

Feb. 7* 2:30pm-What is Lent? We will gather on Zoom to have a 

conversation about Lent! We will wrap up with some Heads Up and other 

games! 

 

Puppy Bowl! Send me your videos this week of your wonderful critters 

doing amazingly cute and brilliant things! There will be a showing of our pups at 

our Feb. 7th gathering. directoryouth@websterum.org  
 

Feb. 10-Parent Meeting 

Join me and Pastor Sharon at 6:30 for a meeting for planning the next while.  

 

Feb. 14-No Youth 

Enjoy Valentine’s Evening with your family. 

 

Feb. 21-Online Cooking Night  
Tonight we will cook tacos! We will be chopping all kinds of veggies so buy them 

whole! Grocery list will be sent out the week of our gathering. 

 

Feb. 28-Parking Lot Hangout  
Join us on the parking lot for an evening of hanging out and doing an activity 

called Card Board Ministries. 
 

 

mailto:directoryouth@websterum.org
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Join our Facebook group! There you can find the latest updates, events, and the 
weekly message, as well as occasional activities and crafts for the 
children. https://www.facebook.com/groups/708071979728500 
 
Children's Story Time 
We will be starting a monthly story time for children ages 4-12. Over zoom, we 
will read a book that is related to a social justice topic each month, followed by a 
short discussion. Discussion questions can also be sent out to parents for those 
who are not able to sit on Zoom that long. Our first one will be on February 21st 
at 3pm. We will be reading The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson for Black 
History Month. Please sign up 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0944A9AE2EA0FF2-childrens 
 

Shaeleigh Parsons 
Director of Children's Ministry 
(she/her/hers) 

 
 

 
 

 
Our Sympathy: to family and friends of Bill Jones who died at home on January 30, 

2021.  Bill sang bass with our choir for a few years.  Sympathy may be sent to his wife Barb at 
7530 Williams Avenue, Maplewood, MO  63143.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/708071979728500
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0944A9AE2EA0FF2-childrens
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Our Prayer Concerns:  Joyce Simpson; Graves (Dan Pike); Lemasters/Daniels families 

(Lynne Wehrman); Carol Carinci (Debbie Lund); Morgan (Margo Petracek); Ron and Carol 
Wright (Bev Mesey); Jacque (Linda Austin); Lorraine Bemis; Doris Thomas, (Randy Thomas); 
Kristen Kremer; Skip Reynolds (John and Sharon Wersching); Peter Schüren (Debbie Lund); 
Gayle Fields; Todd (Gordon Ballam); Sherry Dodd, Mia (Paula Murphy); Carol and Jim Simpson 
(Clarke Montford); Dorothy Reid (Sandy Reid); Roy, &  Angie Mangan (Vicki Hoyer); Victor 
Browning (Janet Iggulden);  Andrew Kennon and family, Amanda Kohlfeld (Marcia Kennon); Joe 
Krabbe and family; Mary Felden Peters; Jodi and Chris Medieta (Joel Kichline); George and 
Norena Badway (Toni Miceli’s parents); Jo Ann and Pat Claywell; Joyce and Scott Simpson 
family; Ariana (Jan Hanson); Stuart /Reesor family; those quarantined in close quarters; Sherry 
Bryan;  John and Carolyn Denison in Lake Charles, LA (Carolyn Redmore’s brother and sister-in-
law); Ryanlyn Mathis; Health and Healing for COVID patients; Our country’s future; Students 
and Teachers; people suffering through natural disasters; for workers who bring us food; for 
healthcare providers. 
 
Prayers will remain on the prayer list until we are notified to remove them. 
 
To have your prayer requests included, please contact us using the: 

• Connection Card or Prayer Requests on our website  

• Email secretary@websterum.org 

• Contact one of our pastors: 
o Pastor Josh at assistantpastor@websterum.org 
o Pastor Paige at directoryouth@websterum.org 
o Pastor Sharon at pastorsharon@websterum.org 
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