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Extending Building Closure 
 
After conferring with the leadership of the Safety Team, Trustees, and our Lay Leader, we 
have agreed to the prudence of continuing to keep the church building closed to groups.  We 
will continue to monitor pandemic statistics, and reassess monthly.  
 
As before, individuals who have a task to perform may still come into the church as long as 
they follow all COVID protective procedures, including masking, handwashing, and physical 
distancing. 
 
Thanks all, Pastor Sharon 

 
 
Every week, the office is closed to everyone from Wednesday 6p to Thursday 10a.    Thank 
you! -Pastor Sharon & SPRC   

 
 
Our calendar   https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/  
is important for us to schedule different individuals, times and places in our church building…Be 
sure to email Holly in the office to schedule usage!  secretary@websterum.org   

 
 
WUM Newsletter Deadline 
All articles and submissions sent to secretary@websterum.org by Mondays at 10a will be 
included in that week’s newsletter. Thank you! –Pastor Sharon 

 

…a message from Pastor Sharon 
 
God’s Family 

https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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As I write this note for the newsletter, 
my deck door is open, and the light 
breeze feels spring-like, even though 
we’re still in February. The sunshine is 
very welcome immediately following two 
weeks of intense cold, laced with snow 
and ice.  
 
During that deadly cold snap, our friends at InExcelsis, led by Severin Pelekara 
(member of WUM), gathered up unhoused folks willing to leave the streets and 
their flimsy shelters. They were put up at local motels, where they enjoyed a 
warm bed, a hot shower, and meals brought in by the InExcelsis team. 
 

Our church helped, as did 
many others. When I put 
out the call, within 24 hours, 
you folks made 
commitments totaling over 
$2000 to assist with the 
expenses of housing and 
food. I am astonished, 
though I shouldn’t be. This is 
an extraordinarily generous 
church. So crazy generous, 
that a commitment for an 
additional $3000 was then 

approved through Church Council this past weekend. 
 
The guests left the motel on Saturday morning, but before they did, the InExcelsis 
team passed out backpacks stuffed with essentials and goodies.  It was my 
privilege to come and send them off with a word of hope. We ended our time 
together sharing Holy Communion.   
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I tell you all that so that I 
can tell you this. While we 
were encircled, I was 
strongly reminded that we 
were indeed brothers and 
sisters in God’s family. In 
our act of celebration, we 
were in worship together.  
The quiet man who helped 
pass out the juice cups and 
the little boy who passed 
out the ziplock bags of 
bread were our communion stewards. The circle stood on holy ground, under the 
sanctuary of God’s sky.  My heart has connected with them, and it will be forever 
so, as fellow sojourners in life. I am gob-smacked, yet again, by how quickly our 
hearts can connect through the power of Christ’s presence.  
 

InExcelsis will continue to serve those 
who need help, including registering 
some for social security cards and IDs to 
help them obtain social services.  If you 
feel God’s Spirit tugging at your heart to 
be a part of Severin’s team, contact me 
and I will put you in touch.  
 
 

 
Thank you, Church, for being there for your siblings in Christ. 
 
 
Grace and Peace+                                                                                                                                 

Pastor Sharon 
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Lenten and Easter Calendar 

 

 
 

LENT 2021 
  

Monday Morning  
MyTime  

Monday Mornings  

Here it comes again...Monday...but this 
time...it’s going to be different! On Mondays during Lent, I invite you to join me 
on Facebook Live at 9:30 for a Monday morning meditation/coffee 
moment/breathing time/whatever you need it to be. 

See you on Facebook Live Monday, March 1 at 9:30.  

Blessings, Soap & Water, 

Paige Foster  

 
Wednesdays  
Quiet Your Heart 

 

 



6 
 

 Share the Warmth with our urban neighbors anytime. Deliver bags with warm clothing and blankets to be 

delivered to the clients of InExcelsis, or your local Clothing Donation Box. You can leave the warm items 

for InExcelsis in the elevator entrance at WUM. 

 
 Sundays, 2/21-3/28, 10:30am. Join us for Holy Vessels, a Lenten Season of Recovery,  new Lenten 

Sermon Series. View on Webster United Methodist Facebook and later at websterunitedmethodist.org. 

 
 Mondays, 2/22-3/29, 9:30-9:45am Monday Morning MY TIME.  Prayers and more with Pastor Paige. Live 

Streaming on Webster United Methodist Facebook. 

 
 Wednesdays, 2/24-3/31, 9-9:15am Quiet Your Heart prayers and devotionals with Pastor Sharon. Live 

Streaming on Webster United Methodist Facebook. 

 Thursdays, 7:30pm. Join the Mountain Service, led by TMS Band for live streaming on Webster United Methodist 
Facebook.  

 
 Creating the Prayer Labyrinth (after snows melt). Contact Pastor Sharon to coordinate at 

pastorsharon@websterum.org. 

 
 Walking the Prayer Labyrinth, Open 24/7 on WUM Parking Lot.  

 
 Maundy Thursday Worship, 4/1, 7:30pm. Mountain Service with Pastor Josh.  Music and scriptures. LIVE 

streaming on Webster United Methodist Facebook. 

 
 In-Person Sunrise Easter Worship, 4/4, 7am, Join us for an acoustic worship as we watch the light of 

Christ break the darkness. Location TBA. Bring your lawn chair, and masks required. 

 
 In-Person Easter Worship, 4/4, 10:30am, Bring your spring flower to add to the cross at our blended 

worship led by our Mountain Service Band on the WUM parking lot. Join us for Holy Communion, an 

Easter message of hope, and a children’s story. Masks required. Bring your chair if convenient, but chairs 

also provided. 

 
 Online Traditional Easter Worship, 4/4, 10:30am, featuring sacred music and scripture, sermon and 

children’s message, available at Webster United Methodist Facebook and later at 

websterunitedmethodist.org.  

 

 Share the Warmth with our urban neighbors anytime. Deliver bags with warm clothing and blankets to be 

delivered to the clients of InExcelsis, or your local Clothing Donation Box. You can leave the warm items 

for InExcelsis in the elevator entrance at WUM. 

 
 Sundays, 2/21-3/28, 10:30am. Join us for Holy Vessels, a Lenten Season of Recovery,  new Lenten 

Sermon Series. View on Webster United Methodist Facebook and later at websterunitedmethodist.org. 

 

http://websterunitedmethodist.org/
mailto:pastorsharon@websterum.org
http://websterunitedmethodist.org/
http://websterunitedmethodist.org/
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http://websterunitedmethodist.org/
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Each of us is created a precious and holy vessel of embodied love. We have been 
through a harrowing time since last Lent that has shattered our sense of 
wholeness–-body, mind, and spirit--like a glass vessel fractured into pieces. In this 
Lenten “season of recovery” for our physical, communal, mental, intellectual, and 
environmental health, we will explore the healing narratives of Jesus that tell of 
divine solidarity with human suffering and remind us that we can begin a journey 
toward making something beautiful from that which is seemingly broken.   
Join us on Webster United Methodist Facebook Sunday Worship at 10:30a. 

 

 
 
How are YOU connected to Webster United Methodist and your fellow church-
goers?  Please submit your stories to secretary@websterum.org and we will run 
one in the Newsletter each week.  They can be heartfelt, funny, serious, 
informational, or all of the above. We look forward to hearing from you!  
 

 
 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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My connection to First Methodist Church (as it was then known) began in 

1954.  On December 28th of that year, I married Joan Brueggemann.  Our four 
children, Beth, Tad, Stacy, and Amy were baptized and confirmed in the church. 
There are now 10 grandchildren and one great-grandchild.  
 
Joan and I participated fully in the life of the church. We were both Sunday School 
teachers. Joan taught preschool classes, and I taught junior and senior high school 
classes.  We were also active in Vacation Bible School.  
 
Joan served on a number of committees, including the Missions Committee for 
many years. I’ve served on almost every committee, some of them more than 
once!  I also chaired several capital improvement fundraising drives and for many 
years wrote for the 8:30 Contemporary Worship service. 
 
One of my favorite activities at First United Methodist (as it came to be called in 
1968 when the Methodists and United Evangelical Brethren churches combined) 
was called "Celebrate."  It was a multi-generational program that drew between 
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40 and 60 people each Wednesday evening.  There were activities for the kids and 
then a meal open to everyone.   
 
It was such a great success because it brought together church members of all 
ages.  The kids had "table parents" who were often older members of the 
congregation.  The program lasted for 15 or 20 years, long enough for some of the 
original kids to become table parents themselves.  Some years I was the director, 
some years I led the programming, some years I arranged for the food, and some 
years I just washed the dishes. 
 
Now that we are Webster United Methodist, I am hopeful that we can go on for 
another 125 years - even if I won't be around to see it because I'll have crossed 
over the River Jordan. 
 
David Skelton 
 

 
Diaper Drive for LifeWise is Huge Success! 
 

Snow, road conditions, and extreme cold made it necessary to cancel our 
first day of collection, Monday, Feb. 15, but thanks to those of you who had 
already brought donations and placed 
them on the collection table in 
Fellowship Hall, we had a good start! 

By the end of Wednesday, 
Feb.24th, we had collected 3,786 diapers 
and 52 packages of wipes of various 
sizes! 

Our collection has concluded, but 
be sure to look for our final numbers and 
information in next week’s newsletter.  
Thanks to all who passed the word on to their friends and neighbors about our 
collection. 
Thanks, 
Jan McCurley 
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United Methodist Women Invitation to Read 
 
We can't meet for Book Club, but, with time on our hands, we can read some good 
books.  I have some books on order and some suggestions for books from your local 

library.  First, the ones at our library, then ☆ will indicate the book is available to order at 

your library.   
 
I will leave some Reporting Forms on the shelf so you can keep track of the books you 
read this year.  
 
MISSION 
   One: Unity in a Divided World 
   Hiding in the Light – changing from Muslim to Christian 
 
LEADERSHIP 
   Which way Lord? – Journeys of Paul 

   ☆ Anxious to Talk About It 

 
NURTURING FOR COMMUNITY 
   Heartbeat of a Mother 
 
SOCIAL ACTION 

   ☆Storming the Wall: Climate Change, Migration and Homeland Security 

   ☆No Justice: One White Police Officer, One Black Family, and How One                                                                                                

Bullet Ripped Us Apart 
 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
     Bus to Corinth – Traveling with Paul 

   ☆Adamant: Finding Truth in a Universe of Opinions 

   ☆Beyond Loneliness: The Gift of God's Friendship 

   
 
Happy Reading! 
Carol Gilker 
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Help yourself!   
 
Our Lenten Worship Series is 
about how God sees us as Holy 
Vessels. Though sometimes 
broken by life, by God’s 
transformative power, we can 
become something beautiful.  
Each one of us is a treasure in 
God’s hand. 
 
Take a bag, which includes a 
piece of sea glass, off the Ted 
tree, remembering that we are 
all unique and beautiful 
treasures.   

 

 
 

Pioneers in Methodism 

In celebration of Black History and Women’s 
History months, “Ask The UMC” remembers four of 
the pioneering and groundbreaking Black women in 
U.S. Methodist history. This week, please meet 

Bishop Leontine Turpeau Current Kelly.  

Leontine Turpeau, (1920-2012), was raised in a 
family of leaders. Her father, the Rev. David 
Turpeau, was a Methodist pastor and a member of 
the Ohio House of Representatives. Her mother, Ila 
Marshall Turpeau, was an outspoken advocate for 
women and Blacks and was founder of the Urban 
League of Cincinnati. One of the leaders who would occasionally visit the Turpeau 
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home was Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune. She remembers being told by McLeod 
Bethune, “You must plan to be somebody.” Those words stuck. 

When her second husband, the Rev. David Kelly, died, the congregation her 
husband served asked for her to be their next pastor. At the time, she was a 
certified lay speaker and did not feel qualified or called to pastoral ministry. That 
would change a few months later, and by the end of the year, she completed 
licensing school and began the Course of Study at Wesley Theological Seminary. 
She was ordained a deacon in 1972 and an elder in the Virginia Conference in 
1977. She went on to become the Associate Program Council Director of the 
Virginia Conference, and later head of the Evangelism Division of the United 
Methodist Board of Discipleship. 

In 1984, while a member of the Southeastern Jurisdiction, the Western 
Jurisdiction elected her bishop. She became only the second female bishop in the 
history of The United Methodist Church, and the first African American female 
bishop of any major denomination in the world. Retired Bishop Melvin Talbert, 
who also served in the Western Jurisdiction, remembers her election to bishop as 
groundbreaking. "I remember some of my colleague bishops in the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction were adamantly opposed to her election," he said. 

Assigned to the California-Nevada Conference, Bishop Kelly’s influence would 
reach across the globe, as she was a founding member of the Africa Initiative, 
which in 1988 established Africa University, the first United Methodist university 
on the African continent. 

Her lasting influence on all of those around her cannot be overestimated. Retired 
Bishop Sharon Brown Christopher put it this way: "Bishop Leontine Kelly has been 
the spiritual mother of many clergywomen and especially the women bishops. 
She called us into futures we never anticipated for ourselves, would not let us 
capitulate to our insecurities and druthers, and coaxed us into new lives that gave 
new leadership to The United Methodist Church. Her feisty, God-centered spirit is 

embedded deeply in our souls and will continue to form and instruct us." 

We give thanks to God for the life and ministries of Bishop Leontine Turpeau 
Current Kelly. 
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February 2021 

Webster United Methodist Youth Group 

**Virtual Gatherings unless noted** 

 

Feb. 28-Parking Lot Hangout  
Join us for a slippery evening of Polar Plunge snow tubbing at Hidden Valley Ski 

Resort in Eureka. Time TBA. Cost to be covered by the church!                             

Bring a friend! RSVP to directoryouth@websterum.org.  Additional details to 

come. 
 

 
 

 
 

Join our Facebook group! There you can find the latest updates, events, and 

the weekly message, as well as occasional activities and crafts for the 
children. https://www.facebook.com/groups/708071979728500 
 
 
 

mailto:directoryouth@websterum.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/708071979728500
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Children's Story Time 
We have started a monthly story time for children ages 4-12. Over zoom, we read 
a book that is related to a social justice topic of each month, followed by a short 
discussion. Discussion questions can also be sent out to parents for those children 
who are not able to sit on Zoom that long.  Please sign up 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0944A9AE2EA0FF2-childrens 
 

Shaeleigh Parsons 
Director of Children's Ministry 
(she/her/hers) 

 

The Upper Room Devotional - New Issue Available 
 
The Upper Room is a devotional magazine published in Nashville which presents a 
daily Bible passage, a personal story, a prayer, and a thought for the day. Our 
March-April copies are available in the elevator lobby or on the table outside the 
church office. If you are unable to pick up a copy, please contact Linda Guth 
Stangl at linda-guth-stangl@live.com and she will make sure a copy gets to you. 
 

 

 
 

 
Our Prayer Concerns:  Glen Gottshall  (Sharon Vreeland); Joyce Simpson; 

Graves (Dan Pike); Lemasters/Daniels families (Lynne Wehrman); Ann Rittenbaum 
(Debbie Lund); Morgan (Margo Petracek); Ron and Carol Wright (Bev Mesey); 
Jacque (Linda Austin); Lorraine Bemis; Doris Thomas, (Randy Thomas); Kristen 
Kremer; Skip Reynolds (John and Sharon Wersching); Gayle Fields; Todd (Gordon 
Ballam); Sherry Dodd, Mia (Paula Murphy); Carol and Jim Simpson (Clarke 
Montford); Dorothy Reid (Sandy Reid); Victor Browning (Janet Iggulden);  Andrew 
Kennon and family, Amanda Kohlfeld (Marcia Kennon); Joe Krabbe and family; 
Mary Felden Peters; Jodi and Chris Medieta (Joel Kichline); George and Norena 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0944A9AE2EA0FF2-childrens
mailto:linda-guth-stangl@live.com
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Badway (Toni Miceli’s parents); Jo Ann and Pat Claywell; Joyce and Scott Simpson 
family; Ariana (Jan Hanson); Stuart /Reesor family; those quarantined in close 
quarters; Sherry Bryan;  John and Carolyn Denison in Lake Charles, LA (Carolyn 
Redmore’s brother and sister-in-law); Ryanlyn Mathis; Health and Healing for 
COVID patients; Our country’s future; Students and Teachers; people suffering 
through natural disasters; for workers who bring us food; for healthcare 
providers. 
 
Prayers will remain on the prayer list until we are notified to remove them. 
 

To have your prayer requests included, please contact us using the: 

• Connection Card or Prayer Requests on our website  

• Email secretary@websterum.org 

• Contact one of our pastors: 
o Pastor Josh at assistantpastor@websterum.org 
o Pastor Paige at directoryouth@websterum.org 
o Pastor Sharon at pastorsharon@websterum.org 

 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
mailto:assistantpastor@websterum.org
mailto:directoryouth@websterum.org
mailto:pastorsharon@websterum.org

