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February 11, 2021 

 
 

 
 

                               Sermon Series: February 21-March 28 

  

Each of us is created a precious and holy vessel of embodied love. We have 

been through a harrowing time since last Lent that has shattered our 

sense of wholeness– body, mind, and spirit–like a glass vessel fractured 

into pieces. 

In this Lenten “season of recovery” for our physical, communal, mental, 

intellectual, and environmental health, we will explore the healing stories 

of Jesus that tell of divine solidarity with human suffering and remind us 

that we can begin a journey toward making something beautiful from 

that which is seemingly broken. 
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Pastor, Rev. Sharon Kichline   pastorsharon@websterum.org 
Assistant Pastor, Joshua Krakos   assistantpastor@websterum.org 
Music Ministry, Lamar Fitzgerald   directormusic@websterum.org 
Youth Ministry, Pastor Paige Foster   directoryouth@websterum.org 
Children’s Ministry, Shaeleigh Parsons  directorchildren@websterum.org 
Secretary, Holly Graham    secretary@websterum.org 

 
314-961-4133 

https://websterunitedmethodist.org/  

Extending Building Closure 
 
After conferring with the leadership of the Safety Team, Trustees, and our Lay 
Leader, we have agreed to the prudence of continuing to keep the church 
building closed to groups.  We will continue to monitor pandemic statistics, and 
reassess monthly.  
 
As before, individuals who have a task to perform may still come into the church 
as long as they follow all COVID protective procedures, including masking, 
handwashing, and physical distancing. 
 
Thanks all, Pastor Sharon 

 

Every week, the office is closed to everyone from Wednesday 6p to Thursday 
10a.    Thank you! -Pastor Sharon & SPRC   

 
Our calendar   https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/  

is important for us to schedule different individuals, times and places in our 
church building…Be sure to email Holly in the office to schedule usage!  
secretary@websterum.org   

 
WUM Newsletter Deadline 
All articles and submissions sent to secretary@websterum.org by Mondays at 10a 
will be included in that week’s newsletter. Thank you! –Pastor Sharon 

 
 

mailto:pastorsharon@websterum.org
mailto:assistantpastor@websterum.org
mailto:directormusic@websterum.org
mailto:directoryouth@websterum.org
mailto:directorchildren@websterum.org
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
https://websterunitedmethodist.org/
https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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…a message from Pastor Sharon 
 
Friends! 
The introspective season of Lent is nearly upon us! We hope this variety of 
offerings will help you in your inner reflections during this particularly poignant 
six-week journey with God. 
Grace and peace+                                                                                                                       
Pastor Sharon 
 

 Wednesday, 2/17, 7:00-8:30am and 5:00-6:30pm, Drive-Thru Ashes.  Join me, as we 
 begin our Lenten journey by receiving your mark of the ash on the WUM 
 Parking Lot. Stay in your vehicle. Masks required. 
 

 Sundays, 2/21-3/28, 10:30am. Join us for Holy Vessels, a Lenten Season of Recovery, 
 new Lenten Sermon Series. View on Webster United Methodist Facebook and  
 later at websterunitedmethodist.org. 
 

 Mondays, 2/22-3/29, 9:30-9:45am Monday Morning MY TIME. Prayers and more
 with Pastor Paige. Live Streaming on Webster United Methodist Facebook. 

 

 Wednesdays, 2/24-3/31, 9-9:15pm Quiet Your Heart prayers and devotionals with 
 Pastor Sharon. Live Streaming on Webster United Methodist Facebook. 
 

 Creating the Prayer Labyrinth. Contact Pastor Sharon to coordinate at 
 pastorsharon@websterum.org. 
 

 Walking the Prayer Labyrinth, Open 24/7 on WUM Parking Lot.  
 

 Maundy Thursday Worship, 4/1, 7:30pm. Mountain Service with Pastor Josh. Music              
 and scriptures. LIVE streaming on Webster United Methodist Facebook. 
 

 In-Person Sunrise Easter Worship, 4/4, 7am, Join us for an acoustic worship as we 
 watch the light of Christ break the darkness. Location TBA. Bring your lawn 
 chair, and masks are required. 
 

 In-Person Easter Worship, 4/4, 10:30am, Bring your spring flower to add to the cross 
 at our blended worship led by our Mountain Service Band on the WUM parking 
 lot. Join us for Holy Communion, an Easter message of hope, and a children’s 
 story. Masks required. Bring your chair if convenient, but chairs also provided. 
 

 Online Traditional Easter Worship, 4/4, 10:30am, featuring sacred music and 
 scripture, sermon and children’s message. Available at Webster United 
 Methodist Facebook and later at websterunitedmethodist.org.  

 

http://websterunitedmethodist.org/
mailto:pastorsharon@websterum.org
http://websterunitedmethodist.org/


4 
 

 
 
How are YOU connected to Webster United Methodist and your fellow 
church-goers?  Please submit your stories to secretary@websterum.org 
and we will run one in the Newsletter each week.  They can be 
heartfelt, funny, serious, informational, or all of the above. We look 
forward to hearing from you!  

 
 
 
I have many fond memories of mission trips and 
other outings with my fellow Youth Groupers of the 
First United Methodist Church of Webster Groves, 
but one stands out as a little more absurd than all 
the rest. It was the summer after my 7th or 8th 
grade year of school, and we drove out to Oaks, 
Oklahoma to help with some housing construction. 
Oaks was populated by a school and a post office, 
and the tap water wasn't safe to drink. The grocery 
store (which was actually a gas station) was 
technically the next town over. I remember 
spending some portion of the week working on top 
of a fairly steep roof, but I can’t remember if I was 
taking shingles on or off.  

 
On our last day in Oaks, we were rewarded for our hard work (or for the hard 
work of the adults who were with us) with a trip to a lake. For some reason, I was 
convinced that I wouldn’t want to swim in the afternoon, so I packed my swimsuit 
that morning and wore jeans. Sweaty and hot by the time we got there, I 
hesitated only briefly before deciding wet jeans were a small price to pay for a dip 
in a grimy lake. On our way to the next activity of the day, we tied my pants to the 
top of the minivan and let them flap themselves dry (or drier) while I sat in the 
backseat wrapped in a towel. Many a confused and well-intentioned driver waved 
us down to make sure we knew we had pants on the roof. We knew.  
 
I don’t think they thought it was as funny as we did.  
Haley Day 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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Love Our Community’s Children:  A February Diaper Drive 
 
We will have a collection bin on the parking lot Monday, Feb.15, Wednesday, 
Feb. 17, Mon., Feb 22, and Wed., Feb.24 from 9AM-6PM.  Please tell your friends 
and neighbors about our drive, and join them in dropping off your donations on 
those days.  If you cannot get diapers, you can donate to the “2021 Diaper Drive” 
on our website under the GIVE button.   
 
Thanks, 
Jan McCurley, Risk-Taking Missions Chair  
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Drive-Thru Ashes 
 

Two Opportunities to start the Lenten Season with Prayer 
600 N. Bompart Parking Lot 

Masks Required 
 

 
Wednesday, February 17nd, 2021 

 
Morning: 7:00a - 8:30a 
Evening: 5:00p - 6:30p  

 

 
 
LENT 2021 
Webster United Methodist  

Monday Morning  
MyTime  

Monday Mornings  

Here it comes again...Monday...but this 
time...it’s going to be different! On Mondays during Lent I invite you to join me on 
Facebook Live at 9:30 for a Monday morning meditation/coffee 
moment/breathing time/whatever you need it to be. 
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Mondays are often chaotic and wild. We often begin stressing about the week 
before the week has even come. During this Lenten season I am going to 
challenge us to take some legitimate time for ourselves. To center ourselves, to 
start the week in the Word of God, to nurture our brains and souls we will journey 
together in this practice. Some days will be as simple as taking deep breaths, 
other days we may try out some visualization.  

This practice is about nothing but you and your time with your God and your 
beautiful self! God created all of us in the image of love. I challenge us to love 
ourselves deeply as a way of loving God deeply. Set aside these 15 minutes every 
Monday of Lent with me and see what changes. I am so excited to go on this 
adventure with you!  

See you on Facebook Live Monday, February 22 at 9:30.  

Blessings, Soap & Water, 

Paige Foster  

 
 

Pioneers in Methodism 

In celebration of Black History and Women’s History 
months, “Ask The UMC” remembers four of the pioneering 
and groundbreaking Black women in U.S. Methodist 
history. This week, please meet Ida Bell Wells-Barnett 
(1862-1931). 

Ida Bell Wells-Barnett   

Ida Bell Wells was born into slavery in Holly Springs, 
Mississippi, in the midst of the U.S. Civil War. She would go 
on to become a pioneering journalist, anti-lynching activist, 
suffragist and crusader for justice for women and people of color. 

After emancipation, her parents were active in the Freedmen’s Aid Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, which established Rust College, the oldest of the 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities. Ida began her advanced education at 
Rust College, however, the death of her parents and a younger brother from a 

https://www.rustcollege.edu/about-rust-college/history/
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Yellow Fever outbreak in 1878 led her to leave college and take a job as a teacher 
to support her siblings.  

One of the results of Reconstruction in the South had been integration of all 
public facilities, including transit. Not all transit companies complied, however. In 
1884, while seated in a “ladies car” (for which she had purchased a ticket) on a 
train bound for Memphis, she was asked to move to a smoking car to 
accommodate a white woman. She refused. When the conductor started to drag 
her from the car, she bit him. She was ultimately forcibly removed from the train. 
She sued the railroad, initially winning her case, but losing it on final appeal in the 
Tennessee Supreme Court. The story made headlines and helped launch her 
journalism career. The 25-year-old schoolteacher who sued a railroad company 
became a sought-after writer.   

In 1889, she became a partner in Free Speech and Headlight, a Memphis 
newspaper with wide circulation among Black and Christian audiences. This 
launched another career focus: the investigation, exposure and crusade to end 
lynching in the South. Following the lynching of three friends in Memphis, Wells-
Barnett wrote arguably her most important work, “Southern Horrors: Lynch Law 
in All Its Phases.” 

Her fearless criticism of lynching forced her to leave Memphis in 1892 for a less 
dangerous home base in Chicago. There, she worked alongside Jane Addams to 
block segregation in Chicago’s public schools and was one of the most seasoned 
veterans in the fight for women's suffrage. During the landmark 1913 national 
suffrage parade in Washington, fellow suffragists asked Wells-Barnett not to walk 
alongside them, fearing alienating white support. But when a mob overtook the 
parade route and began beating women marchers, Wells-Barnett rejoined her 

fellow suffragists in the chaos. 

While Chicago would be her home for the rest of her life, she remained highly 
sought-after nationwide as a speaker, mentor and organizer with pro-suffrage, 
pro-civil rights and anti-lynching organizations. She also became one of the two 
Black female co-founders of the NAACP — though considered by many to be too 
radical to hold leadership. She remained active in urban reform in Chicago until 
her death in 1931. 

We give thanks to God for the life and ministries of Ida Bell Wells-Barnett.   

 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/methodists-crucial-in-fight-for-womens-vote
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/methodists-crucial-in-fight-for-womens-vote
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February 2021 

Webster United Methodist Youth Group 

**Virtual Gatherings unless noted** 

 

Feb. 14-No Youth 

Enjoy Valentine’s Evening with your family. 

 

Feb. 21-Online Cooking Night  
Tonight we will cook tacos! We will be chopping all kinds of veggies so buy them 

whole! Grocery list will be sent out the week of our gathering. 

 

Feb. 28-Parking Lot Hangout  
Join us for a slippery evening of Polar Plunge snow tubbing at Hidden Valley Ski 

Resort in Eureka. Time TBA. Cost to be covered by the church!                             

Bring a friend! RSVP to directoryouth@websterum.org.  Additional details to 

come. 
 

 
 

 

mailto:directoryouth@websterum.org
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Join our Facebook group! There you can find the latest updates, events, and 

the weekly message, as well as occasional activities and crafts for the 
children. https://www.facebook.com/groups/708071979728500 
 
Children's Story Time 
We will be starting a monthly story time for children ages 4-12. Over zoom, we 
will read a book that is related to a social justice topic of each month, followed by 
a short discussion. Discussion questions can also be sent out to parents for those 
who are not able to sit on Zoom that long. Our first one will be on February 21st 
at 3pm. We will be reading The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson for Black 
History Month. Please sign up 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0944A9AE2EA0FF2-childrens 
 

Shaeleigh Parsons 
Director of Children's Ministry 
(she/her/hers) 

 
 

 
 

 
Our Prayer Concerns:  Joyce Simpson; Graves (Dan Pike); Lemasters/Daniels 

families (Lynne Wehrman); Carol Carinci (Debbie Lund); Morgan (Margo 
Petracek); Ron and Carol Wright (Bev Mesey); Jacque (Linda Austin); Lorraine 
Bemis; Doris Thomas, (Randy Thomas); Kristen Kremer; Skip Reynolds (John and 
Sharon Wersching); Peter Schüren (Debbie Lund); Gayle Fields; Todd (Gordon 
Ballam); Sherry Dodd, Mia (Paula Murphy); Carol and Jim Simpson (Clarke 
Montford); Dorothy Reid (Sandy Reid); Victor Browning (Janet Iggulden);  Andrew 
Kennon and family, Amanda Kohlfeld (Marcia Kennon); Joe Krabbe and family; 
Mary Felden Peters; Jodi and Chris Medieta (Joel Kichline); George and Norena 
Badway (Toni Miceli’s parents); Jo Ann and Pat Claywell; Joyce and Scott Simpson 
family; Ariana (Jan Hanson); Stuart /Reesor family; those quarantined in close 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/708071979728500
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0944A9AE2EA0FF2-childrens
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quarters; Sherry Bryan;  John and Carolyn Denison in Lake Charles, LA (Carolyn 
Redmore’s brother and sister-in-law); Ryanlyn Mathis; Health and Healing for 
COVID patients; Our country’s future; Students and Teachers; people suffering 
through natural disasters; for workers who bring us food; for healthcare 
providers. 
 
Prayers will remain on the prayer list until we are notified to remove them. 
 
To have your prayer requests included, please contact us using the: 

• Connection Card or Prayer Requests on our website  

• Email secretary@websterum.org 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org

