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March 18, 2021 

 
 

 
 

 
Pastor, Rev. Sharon Kichline   pastorsharon@websterum.org 
Assistant Pastor, Joshua Krakos   assistantpastor@websterum.org 
Music Ministry, Lamar Fitzgerald   directormusic@websterum.org 
Youth Ministry, Pastor Paige Foster   directoryouth@websterum.org 
Children’s Ministry, Shaeleigh Parsons  directorchildren@websterum.org 
Secretary, Holly Graham    secretary@websterum.org 

 
314-961-4133 

https://websterunitedmethodist.org/  
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Extending Building Closure 
 
After conferring with the leadership of the Safety Team, Trustees, and our Lay 
Leader, we have agreed to the prudence of continuing to keep the church 
building closed to groups.  We will continue to monitor pandemic statistics, and 
reassess monthly.  
 
As before, individuals who have a task to perform may still come into the church 
as long as they follow all COVID protective procedures, including masking, 
handwashing, and physical distancing. 
 
Thanks all, Pastor Sharon 

 
 
Every week, the office is closed to everyone from Wednesday 6p to Thursday 
10a.    Thank you! -Pastor Sharon & SPRC   

 
 
Our calendar   https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/  
is important for us to schedule different individuals, times and places in our 
church building…Be sure to email Holly in the office to schedule usage!  
secretary@websterum.org   

 
 
WUM Newsletter Deadline 
All articles and submissions sent to secretary@websterum.org by Mondays at 10a 
will be included in that week’s newsletter. Thank you! –Pastor Sharon 

 

 
 

https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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…a message from Pastor Sharon 

Proposed Changes: Re-Districting Proposal 

Currently, our church is part of the Gateway Central District of the Missouri 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. Our district is one of 9 districts in 
our conference. That means that there are 9 district offices, 9 administrative 
persons, 9 district superintendents, and 9 parsonages that must be financially 
supported, each by the local churches of their district.  

In addition, there have been many rural churches that have closed permanently 
due to COVID and the conference anticipates that there may be as many as 30 
churches disaffiliating with The United Methodist Church as a result of the 
division of the denomination when the General Conference meets again in person 
in 2022. 

So, in an effort to reduce expenses for the local church, and to right-size the 
amount of administrative support needed for fewer churches in the future, the 
Missouri Conference Mission Council has recently voted unanimously to 
recommend that the Missouri Conference reduce the number of districts from 
nine to five beginning July 1, 2022. A proposal will be brought to Annual 
Conference, June, 2021, in Springfield, for consideration by clergy and lay voting 
members.  

The results of this plan, if it is approved at 2021 AC, is that Webster United 
Methodist will become part of a newly created district. We will learn which one, 
who our district superintendent will be, and where our district office will be 
located by February 10th, 2022. Re-districting will officially begin on July 1, 2022.  

That’s a lot of change. And there’s more. The expenses of the district will no 
longer be shouldered by the local churches. Effective January 1, 2023, the local 
church will no longer pay a district apportionment, which will result in keeping 
just over $850,000 in the local churches throughout Missouri for mission and 
ministry. Also at that time, United Methodist Women have voted to realign their 
districts to the new plan. 

Here is what will NOT change. 

• The local church will continue the work of making new disciples for Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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• Every local church and pastor will still be supported by a district office and 
district superintendent. 

• And we will continue to be a connectional church, sharing the joy and 
privilege of the work in our conference and the world. 

Change is always tricky. But it also opens up new opportunities and perspectives. 
The faith family at Webster United Methodist will be fine. In fact, we’ll be better 
than fine, because we will have more funding available to do mission and 
ministry. And as John Wesley said, “The best thing of all is God is with us.” 

If you have questions, I hope you will contact me at 
pastorsharon@websterum.org. 

Grace and peace+ 

Pastor Sharon 

 

 
 

Lenten and Easter Calendar 
 

 
 Share the Warmth with our urban neighbors anytime. Deliver bags with warm clothing and blankets to be 

delivered to the clients of InExcelsis, or your local Clothing Donation Box. You can leave the warm items 

for InExcelsis in the elevator entrance at WUM. 

 
 Sundays, 2/21-3/28, 10:30am. Join us for Holy Vessels, a Lenten Season of Recovery,  new Lenten 

Sermon Series. View on Webster United Methodist Facebook and later at websterunitedmethodist.org. 

 
 Mondays, 2/22-3/29, 9:30-9:45am Monday Morning MY TIME. Prayers and more with Pastor Paige. Live 

Streaming on Webster United Methodist Facebook 

 
 Wednesdays, 2/24-3/31, 9-9:15pm Quiet Your Heart prayers and devotionals with Pastor Sharon. Live 

Streaming on Webster United Methodist Facebook. 

 Thursdays, 7:30pm. Join the Mountain Service, led by TMS Band for live streaming on Webster United 
Methodist Facebook.  
 

 Walking the Prayer Labyrinth, Open 24/7 on WUM Parking Lot.  

 

mailto:pastorsharon@websterum.org
http://websterunitedmethodist.org/


5 
 

 Maundy Thursday Worship, 4/1, 7:30pm. Mountain Service with Pastor Josh.  Music and scriptures. LIVE 

streaming on Webster United Methodist Facebook. 

 
 In-Person Sunrise Easter Worship, 4/4, 7am, Join us for an acoustic worship as we watch the light of 

Christ break the darkness. Location TBA. Bring your lawn chair, and masks required. 

 
 In-Person Easter Worship, 4/4, 10:30am, Bring your spring flower to add to the cross at our blended 

worship led by our Mountain Service Band on the WUM parking lot. Join us for Holy Communion, an 

Easter message of hope, and a children’s story. Masks required. Bring your chair if convenient, but chairs 

also provided. 

 
 Online Traditional Easter Worship, 4/4, 10:30am, featuring sacred music and scripture, sermon and 

children’s message--available at Webster United Methodist Facebook and later at 

websterunitedmethodist.org.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
Each of us is created a precious and holy vessel of embodied love. We have been 
through a harrowing time since last Lent that has shattered our sense of 
wholeness–-body, mind, and spirit–like a glass vessel fractured into pieces. In this 
Lenten “season of recovery” for our physical, communal, mental, intellectual, and 
environmental health, we will explore the healing narratives of Jesus that tell of 
divine solidarity with human suffering and remind us that we can begin a journey 
toward making something beautiful from that which is seemingly broken.   
Join us on Webster United Methodist Facebook Sunday Worship at 10:30a. 

 

 

http://websterunitedmethodist.org/
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Hiding in the Light 
 
You will cheer for this young girl who so desperately wants to follow Jesus.  She is 
an inspiration to all of us in our walk with Jesus. Rifqa Bary tells her story of 
growing up in a devout Muslim home, fighting to become a follower and a 
Christian.  While following Jesus, she feared for her life. 
 
We have 2 copies of this book in the UMW library in the Fellowship Hall.  It is also 
available at the St Louis County library.  I think you will find it inspiring and that it 
offers lots to discuss.  
 
Carol Gilker 

 

 

 
 
We're so excited to be one of the charities chosen for Ameren Missouri's Power Play 
Goals for Kids with the St. Louis Blues contest! 
 
Every time the Blues score a power play goal during the 2021 regular season, Ameren 
Missouri will donate $500 to a local kids' charity to help kids achieve their goals. At the 
end of the season, the charity that gets the most votes will win the total donation! 

 
Voting is easy . . .  

1. Head over to AmerenMissouri.com/Blues 
2. Click "Vote Now." 
3. Scroll to the bottom and click "Terms and Conditions." 
4. Scroll and click "Return to Voting" to access the voting form. 
5. Enter your first name, last name and email. Select LifeWise and agree to terms 

and conditions. 

Be sure to come back and vote for LifeWise every day in March! We really 
appreciate your support! 
 

 

https://lifewisestl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ab0acf09de55b26be1b0508a&id=ffa4312abd&e=81fe68d71c
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2021 Adult Volunteer-in-Mission Work Team 
  

I am delighted to announce that our 2021 Adult Volunteer-in-Mission work team 
has formed and will begin planning our May 2-6 stay at Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center soon. Team members are Ellen Hendrickson, Kris Maly, Lynne 
Wehrman, Pastor Sharon, & Jan McCurley.     
  
MMDC is a United Methodist-affiliated disaster relief facility providing emergency 
kits, school desks, educational & medical supplies, etc. locally, nationally, and 
internationally.   
 
Jan McCurley,   
Chair of Risk-taking Mission & Service Team 
 

 
ZOOM Chat! 
 
Please join Pastor Sharon for Church Chat, Sunday, March 21, from 11:30a-
12:15p. It's a changing group of folks who gather on Zoom to do a little 
fellowshipping with each other and the pastor.                                                                   
To join, contact secretary@websterum.org. 
 

 
Monday Morning MyTime  

Monday Mornings  

Here it comes again...Monday...but this time...it’s going to be different! On 
Mondays during Lent I invite you to join me on Facebook Live at 9:30 for a 
Monday morning meditation/coffee moment/breathing time/whatever you need 
it to be.   See you on Facebook Live Monday. 

Blessings, Soap & Water, 

Paige Foster  

 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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Webster Rock Hill Ministries is now accepting applications for our Senior Home 
Repair Program.  Call 314-961-5082 for information and to see if you are eligible. 
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United Methodist Women invite everyone to join us in donating to our annual 
Lenten Mission observance. This year we come together around the theme She 
Leads: Empowering Women to Make a Difference. We welcome you to pray, 
learn, and offer your gifts that will make a real change in the lives of women, 
children, and youth around the world. As stated last week, we will highlight one 
project each week during Lent that is funded by United Methodist Women 
worldwide.  
 
Soap-Making Enterprise 
In 2019, a $14,000 Economic Development Grant from United Methodist Women 
was earmarked to train women in 24 Districts of North Katanga Annual 
Conference in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The soap-making enterprise 
has come in especially useful during this health crisis. The women are using the 
soap in their homes, giving it away to widows and orphans, as well as selling some 
of it for income. The trained women also go on to train other women in this skill. 
In addition, in response to COVID-19, the women are using their phone networks 
to share messages about staying at home, washing hands with soap, and 
continuing spiritual practice and prayer. Thanks to your generous Mission Giving, 
the women of North Katanga are making a difference in their entire community. 
To read more about this project, look online: 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/blogs/for-a-time-like-this/april-
2020/making-soap-during-a-health-crisis 
 
To contribute to our Lenten Mission project, send your checks, payable to Webster 
UM Women, to UMW treasurer, Alice Dunn, 291 Caroline, Kirkwood, MO 63122. 
Please write Lenten Mission on the memo line. If you prefer, you can donate online 
using the Give tab on the church website and choose Lenten Mission—United 
Methodist Women. Thank you in advance for stepping out in faith to bring the 
love of Christ into a hurting world through your prayers and selfless giving.  
 

 
 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/blogs/for-a-time-like-this/april-2020/making-soap-during-a-health-crisis
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/blogs/for-a-time-like-this/april-2020/making-soap-during-a-health-crisis
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WUM Youth 2021        

March Youth Calendar 2021 

 

**On Zoom unless noted**  

March 21-NO Youth  

Enjoy your Spring Break weekend!! BE SAFE.  

March 28-Top Golf 

Top Golf we will meet at the Chesterfield Top Golf for some good times! Come 
try something new with us. If you’d like to see and read more about their safety 
guidelines you can find those here. https://topgolf.com/us/play-safely/ 

   
 

 
 
 
 

https://topgolf.com/us/play-safely/
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Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt 
Join me on the Church Parking Lot on March 28th, for our Easter Egg Scavenger 
Hunt! Each family will be given a set of clues to where they can walk to find eggs 
around the neighborhood. They will then take a picture with each stop, then meet 
back at the church to collect their prize!  
 
You can stop by anytime between 11am and 2:00pm to pick up the clues in the 
church parking lot. All prizes must be collected by 2pm. Sign up 
here! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0944A9AE2EA0FF2-easter 
 

Children's Story Time 
This month's story time has been moved to 3/21 at 3pm, so you still have time to 
register! We will be reading "I Am Jazz!" by Jazz Jennings to celebrate 
International Women's Month. Register 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0944a9ae2ea0ff2-childrens 
--  
Shaeleigh Parsons 
Director of Children's Ministry 
(she/her/hers) 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0944A9AE2EA0FF2-easter
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0944a9ae2ea0ff2-childrens
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Our Prayer Concerns:  Linda (Lane Prather); Emily Terrell (Lettie Morse); 

George P (John Reed): Glen Gottshall  (Sharon Vreeland); Joyce Simpson; Graves 
(Dan Pike); Lemasters/Daniels families (Lynne Wehrman); Ann Rittenbaum 
(Debbie Lund); Morgan (Margo Petracek); Ron and Carol Wright (Bev Mesey); 
Jacque (Linda Austin); Lorraine Bemis; Doris Thomas, (Randy Thomas); Kristen 
Kremer; Skip Reynolds (John and Sharon Wersching); Gayle Fields; Todd (Gordon 
Ballam); Sherry Dodd, Mia (Paula Murphy); Carol and Jim Simpson (Clarke 
Montford); Dorothy Reid (Sandy Reid); Victor Browning (Janet Iggulden);  Andrew 
Kennon and family, Amanda Kohlfeld (Marcia Kennon); Joe Krabbe and family; 
Mary Felden Peters; Jodi and Chris Medieta (Joel Kichline); George and Norena 
Badway (Toni Miceli’s parents); Jo Ann and Pat Claywell; Joyce and Scott Simpson 
family; Ariana (Jan Hanson); Stuart /Reesor family; those quarantined in close 
quarters; Sherry Bryan; Ryanlyn Mathis; Health and Healing for COVID patients; 
Our country’s future; Students and Teachers; people suffering through natural 
disasters; for workers who bring us food; for healthcare providers. 
 
Prayers will remain on the prayer list until we are notified to remove them. 
 

To have your prayer requests included, please contact us using the: 

• Connection Card or Prayer Requests on our website  

• Email secretary@websterum.org 

• Contact our pastor: pastorsharon@websterum.org 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
mailto:pastorsharon@websterum.org
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