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March 4, 2021 

 
 

 
 

 
Pastor, Rev. Sharon Kichline   pastorsharon@websterum.org 
Assistant Pastor, Joshua Krakos   assistantpastor@websterum.org 
Music Ministry, Lamar Fitzgerald   directormusic@websterum.org 
Youth Ministry, Pastor Paige Foster   directoryouth@websterum.org 
Children’s Ministry, Shaeleigh Parsons  directorchildren@websterum.org 
Secretary, Holly Graham    secretary@websterum.org 
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Extending Building Closure 
 
After conferring with the leadership of the Safety Team, Trustees, and our Lay 
Leader, we have agreed to the prudence of continuing to keep the church 
building closed to groups.  We will continue to monitor pandemic statistics, and 
reassess monthly.  
 
As before, individuals who have a task to perform may still come into the church 
as long as they follow all COVID protective procedures, including masking, 
handwashing, and physical distancing. 
 
Thanks all, Pastor Sharon 

 
 
Every week, the office is closed to everyone from Wednesday 6p to Thursday 
10a.    Thank you! -Pastor Sharon & SPRC   

 
 
Our calendar   https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/  
is important for us to schedule different individuals, times and places in our 
church building…Be sure to email Holly in the office to schedule usage!  
secretary@websterum.org   

 
 
WUM Newsletter Deadline 
All articles and submissions sent to secretary@websterum.org by Mondays at 10a 
will be included in that week’s newsletter. Thank you! –Pastor Sharon 

 

 

https://websterunitedmethodist.org/calendar/
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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…a message from Pastor Sharon 
 
We ARE the Church! 
 
It has been an entire year since we have been living with the COVID-19 
separation. In some ways it seems to have dragged on and on, as if in slow 
motion. At the same time, it is astonishing to me that we are at this point, 
500,000 lives lost later.  
 
I took a moment to look up my message from a year ago, when the shutdown was 
new and oh so scary. I asked you to “BE the church” even when we could not 
gather “IN the church”. Then I urged us all to cultivate and stand on our faith 
through four disciplines. Here is what I shared, and how we did. 
 
Keep the Sabbath. Our curtailed activities may be a gift for many of us. We have 
more time to pray, more time to read our Bibles, and more time to connect with 
others. Come to worship electronically, if you are able; get the whole family 
together when we worship, either in the same room or from our separate 
locations. Talk about it afterwards, like you would at the restaurant during Sunday 
lunch.  
 
On your Sabbath, do things that bring your families together: take a walk, prepare 
a meal together, play a board game, call grandma, start a puzzle. “Six days you 
shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your 
God.” (Exodus 20:9-10) 
 
2021 Report: As our Worship average is my only measurable tool for Sabbath 
Keeping, I can share that our year-end worship average for 2020 was 120, same as 
2019. I find that amazing! There was some guesstimating required (like how many 
people are in each household). Because of the electronic worship, many new folks 
have attended from places other than our community.  
 
Love your neighbors. Check on them by phone, or by standing on the edge of 
their porch and talking to them through the screen door. Do they have what they 
need? Can you pick up some items for them on your next grocery run? Is 
everyone well? What are they doing for fun? 
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Loving our neighbor also means buying only what you need when you go 
shopping. Hoarding is a product of fear. Hoarding is taking more than our share, 
and denying our neighbor what they need. We are a country of abundance. Our 
God is a god of abundance. We forget that when we buy into a scarcity mentality. 
Our God provides. Trust in God’s abundance. 
 
2021 Report: With joy I can report that there have been all kinds of care shared in 
our church family and beyond! You have called, shopped for, cooked for, run 
errands, pet sat, given rides, shoveled walks, and generally looked after each 
other. Even more, you have shared food for Webster Rock Hill Ministries, and 
diapers for LifeWise StL. Thank you, Church! 
In addition, we placed our trust in God’s provision when we passed on our share of 
the government loans offered.  
 
Send in your pledge. For as long as you are financially able, send in your offerings 
and tithes. Mail it, walk it in and leave in Holly’s basket, or go to our website 
(websterunitedmethodist.org) and send it through the GIVE option.   
 
Our giving not only pays the church’s bills, but also provides for the many 
ministries we support---some in our own community and some far away. Making 
your gift will help the church help others, especially at a time when that support is 
more important than ever. 
 
2021 Report: Our giving has actually been up, and during our last pledge season, 
we experienced an increase in the cumulative pledge balance as well as an 
increase in the number of pledgers. We have paid our apportionments, keep all 
our staff employed, are maintaining our building, and have given to critical 
ministries beyond our walls. Well done! 
 
Pray daily. Pray when you waken. Pray after lunch. Pray as you walk. Pray as you 
close your eyes at night. Pray for our church family, and for our community. Pray 
for your pastors and church staff. Pray for those infected, and those caring for 
them. Pray for the health care professionals and the first responders. Pray for the 
folks stocking the shelves, and checking us out. Give thanks for our many 
blessings, and pray for patience and wisdom. 
 
2021 Report: Only you (and God) know if you are doing this. Because of your 
faithfulness in the first three disciplines, I suspect prayer has accompanied your 
days. 

http://websterunitedmethodist.org/
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We ARE indeed the Church, not the building. And together, the light of Christ 
continues to shine for others to see. I celebrate you and love you all. 
 
As ever, peace and grace be with you+ 
 
Grace and Peace+                                                                                                                                 

Pastor Sharon 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Lenten and Easter Calendar 
 

 
 Share the Warmth with our urban neighbors anytime. Bring bags with warm clothing and blankets to be 

delivered to the clients of InExcelsis, or drop them off at your local Clothing Donation Box. You can leave 

the warm items for InExcelsis in the elevator entrance at WUM. 

 
 Sundays, 2/21-3/28, 10:30am. Join us for Holy Vessels, a Lenten Season of Recovery,  a new Lenten 

Sermon Series. View on Webster United Methodist Facebook and later at websterunitedmethodist.org. 

 
 Mondays, 2/22-3/29, 9:30-9:45am Monday Morning MY TIME. Prayers and more with Pastor Paige. Live 

Streaming on Webster United Methodist Facebook. 

 
 Wednesdays, 2/24-3/31, 9-9:15am Quiet Your Heart prayers and devotionals with Pastor Sharon. Live 

Streaming on Webster United Methodist Facebook. 

 Thursdays, 7:30pm. Join the Mountain Service, led by TMS Band for live streaming on Webster United Methodist 
Facebook.  

 
 Creating the Prayer Labyrinth. Contact Pastor Sharon to coordinate at pastorsharon@websterum.org. 

 
 Walking the Prayer Labyrinth, Open 24/7 on WUM Parking Lot.  

 
 Maundy Thursday Worship, 4/1, 7:30pm. Mountain Service with Pastor Josh.  Music and scriptures. LIVE 

streaming on Webster United Methodist Facebook. 

 

http://websterunitedmethodist.org/
mailto:pastorsharon@websterum.org
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 In-Person Sunrise Easter Worship, 4/4, 7am, Join us for an acoustic worship as we watch the light of 

Christ break the darkness. Location TBA. Bring your lawn chair, and masks required. 

 
 In-Person Easter Worship, 4/4, 10:30am, Bring your spring flower to add to the cross at our blended 

worship led by our Mountain Service Band on the WUM parking lot. Join us for Holy Communion, an 

Easter message of hope, and a children’s story. Masks required. Bring your chair if convenient, but chairs 

also provided. 

 
 Online Traditional Easter Worship, 4/4, 10:30am, featuring sacred music and scripture, sermon and 

children’s message--available at Webster United Methodist Facebook and later at 

websterunitedmethodist.org.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
Each of us is created a precious and holy vessel of embodied love. We have been 
through a harrowing time since last Lent that has shattered our sense of 
wholeness–body, mind, and spirit–like a glass vessel fractured into pieces. In this 
Lenten “season of recovery” for our physical, communal, mental, intellectual, and 
environmental health, we will explore the healing narratives of Jesus that tell of 
divine solidarity with human suffering and remind us that we can begin a journey 
toward making something beautiful from that which is seemingly broken.   

http://websterunitedmethodist.org/
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Join us on Webster United Methodist Facebook Sunday Worship at 10:30a. 

 

 
 
How are YOU connected to Webster United Methodist and your fellow church-
goers?  Please submit your stories to secretary@websterum.org and we will run 
one in the newsletter each week.  They can be heartfelt, funny, serious, 
informational, or all of the above. We look forward to hearing from you!  
 

 
 

 
Our Encounter with the 
Three Ms 
 
We moved from Chicago to 
Webster Groves in 1978.  Our 
first job, as always, was to find a 
church home.  The first 
Methodist church we visited was 
a big disappointment – no one 
spoke to us before or after the 
worship service.  We found First 
Church (as it was known then) 
the next Sunday and 
encountered all the difference in 
the world.  We were greeted at 

the door by Bill Millinger (Head Usher), who was all smiles.  We exchanged names 
and a little information and he escorted us to a pew.  Bill was our first M.  We 
settled in next to Madeline Lippincott (our second M) and she promptly told us a 
joke.  She would tell us a joke or funny story practically every week as we 
continued to sit with her each Sunday.  I don’t believe she ever repeated one of 
her many quips.  When the worship service ended that first Sunday, many 
members came forward to say hello.  One lady came down from the choir to talk 
and informed us that she lived on the same street as we did.  That lady was 
Dorothea Meredith (our third M) whose husband, then deceased, had been the 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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Assistant Pastor at First Church.  Later, we would both serve together on the 
Worship Committee. 
 
The Pastor, Berlyn Farris, visited us the very next night and we joined soon 
afterwards.  Berlyn said that First Church was the best kept secret in Webster 
Groves because the church was not conspicuous, being located in the middle of 
Bompart.  But it was surely the most friendly church and still is! 
 
Earl and Martha Jones 
 
 

 
 
We Are Grateful, and So Is LifeWise STL 

 
As you have probably already read in 
recent newsletters, we are so pleased 
with the church and community’s 
response to our February Diaper/Wipes 
Drive!  In the midst of some pretty 
extreme weather, our total collected 
was 3,786 disposable diapers and 52 
boxes, or containers, of wipes.  Executive 
Director Scott Walker expressed his 
sincere thanks for our outstanding 

support of a critical need for LifeWise.     At last report we had $50 donated to the 
drive also, which will help to replenish diapers at LifeWise as needed.   And, as 
Pastor Sharon so beautifully put it in her Feb.28 worship announcements, “(all) 
that will cover a lot of little tushes.”  
 
 Yes, indeed it will, since diapers are an expensive but an essential need for both 
many LifeWise families and the daycare at LifeWise.  The Risk-Taking Missions 
Team is so very grateful for your generosity! 
 
Thanks also to volunteers Joan Ballam, Louise Thomas, Helen Fuller, and Carol 
Gilker for their willingness to help set up signs, bring out or empty the bin, and 
deliver the donations to LifeWise;  Holly Graham for the sign design;  Joel Kichline 
and Gordon Ballam for the publicity. 
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Blessings to all, 
Jan McCurley 
 

 
 

Pioneers in Methodism 

In celebration of Black History and Women’s History months, “Ask The UMC” 
remembers four of the pioneering and groundbreaking Black women in U.S. 
Methodist history. This week, please meet the Rev. Sallie A Crenshaw. 

 

The Rev. Sallie A Crenshaw (1900-
1986) 

Sallie A Crenshaw was ahead of her 
time, serving as a missionary and 
pastor when ministry was limited 
for women, especially Black 
women. 

She studied at several Methodist 
schools, including Gammon 
Theological Seminary and Clark 
College (now Clark Atlanta 
University), and was the first Black 
student to attend Tennessee 
Wesleyan College. 

In the 1930s, she became a licensed preaching missionary, which allowed her to 
serve in ministry despite prohibitions against the ordination of women. She later 
became one of the first two Black women ordained in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. In 1958, two years after The Methodist Church approved full clergy rights 
for women, she was one of the first two Black women to receive those rights as a 
full clergy member of the East Tennessee Conference in the racially segregated 
Central Jurisdiction. Crenshaw also is noted as one of the first Black clergywomen 
in the Holston Conference and the Southeastern Jurisdiction. 

https://www.cau.edu/history.html
https://www.cau.edu/history.html
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Crenshaw served as a missionary to Black coal miners in the Appalachian 
coalfields of Virginia and later pastored churches in poor neighborhoods in East 
Tennessee. She also is remembered for her mission work in the Chattanooga area, 
offering Bible studies, Sunday school classes and feeding programs for children. 
Seeing a need to care for children while their parents worked, she founded the 
Good Shepherd Fold daycare in Chattanooga in the late 1940s. The daycare 
became The Bethlehem Center and for a time was called The Sallie Crenshaw 
Bethlehem Center. The center, which celebrated its centennial in 2020, continues 
to serve the community and is a lasting legacy of her leadership in the region. 

We give thanks for the life and ministry of The Reverend Sallie A. Crenshaw. 
 

 
ZOOM Chat! 
 
Please join Pastor Sharon for Church Chat, Sunday, March 21, from 11:30a-
12:15p. It's a changing group of folks who gather on Zoom to do a little 
fellowshipping with each other and the pastor.                                                                   
To join, contact secretary@websterum.org. 
 

 
LENT 2021 
  

Monday Morning  
MyTime  

Monday Mornings  

Here it comes again...Monday...but this 
time...it’s going to be different! On Mondays 
during Lent I invite you to join me on Facebook Live at 9:30 for a Monday morning 
meditation/coffee moment/breathing time/whatever you need it to be. 

See you on Facebook Live Monday. 

Blessings, Soap & Water, 

Paige Foster  

https://www.thebeth.org/
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
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“We are God’s accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do good things.” 

(Ephesians 2:10 CEB). 
 

UMCOR Sunday is March 14, 2021 
Prepare Now to Celebrate UMCOR! 
 
As the humanitarian relief and development arm of The United Methodist Church, 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) equips churches and 
individuals for ministry to persons in need. UMCOR responds to U.S. and 
international disasters, addresses diseases and poverty, assists refugees and 
immigrants, provides clean water and works to reduce hunger. UMCOR would be 
unable to do this work without your support. Absolutely 100 percent of your gifts 
to UMCOR projects support mission and ministry. No overhead costs are allocated 
from gifts to projects.  
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Who supports UMCOR’s overhead cost? 
You. Your sustaining gifts on UMCOR Sunday lay the foundation for UMCOR to 
share God’s love with communities everywhere. For more than 80 years, United 
Methodists have faithfully given to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of 
Sharing).   Please give generously.  
 
Thank you! 
Jan McCurley 
 
 

 
 

 
 
United Methodist Women invite everyone to join us in donating to our 

annual Lenten Mission observance. This year we come together around the 
theme She Leads: Empowering Women to Make a Difference. We welcome you 
to pray, learn, and offer your gifts that will make a real change in the lives of 
women, children, and youth around the world. For the remaining weeks of Lent, 
we will highlight one project each week that is funded by United Methodist 
Women worldwide.  

 

The Poultry Project 
The Poultry Project was created to assist the community in employment 
opportunities, particularly women and youth, through entrepreneurial 
development by United Methodist Women in the Mozambique South Annual 
Conference. This project is training women and youth to develop skills in chicken 
farming. Proceeds are shared with the UMW to enable them to assist more 
women and youth farmers. To read more about this project, look online: 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/the-poultry-project-when-
opportunity-meets-preparation 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/the-poultry-project-when-opportunity-meets-preparation
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/the-poultry-project-when-opportunity-meets-preparation
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To contribute to our Lenten Mission project, send your checks, payable to 
Webster UM Women, to UMW treasurer, Alice Dunn, 291 Caroline, Kirkwood, MO 
63122. Please write Lenten Mission on the memo line. Thank you in advance for 
stepping out in faith to bring the love of Christ into a hurting world through your 
prayers and selfless giving.  
 

 
 

 
 

WUM Youth 2021        

March Youth Calendar 2021 

 

**On Zoom unless noted**  

March 7-Disney Shorts Night  

Bring some popcorn or some snacks to our Zoom meeting while we watch a few 
Disney Shorts!! We will continue with our Lenten chat as well. We will start at 
6:15 for our mini movie evening.  

March 14-Easter Stations  

Easter Stations! Boxes will be delivered with the necessities for stations. We will 
meet on Zoom at 5:30 and do our stations interactively together.  

March 21-NO Youth  

Enjoy your Spring Break weekend!! BE SAFE.  
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March 28-Top Golf 

Top Golf we will meet at Chesterfield Top Golf for some good times! Come try 
something new with us. If you’d like to see and read more about their safety 
guidelines you can find those here. https://topgolf.com/us/play-safely/   
 

 

 
 

Children's Story Time 
 
Last month, we started a monthly story time for children ages 4-12, and it went 
great! We will be continuing this on March 14th at 3pm. Over zoom, we will read 
a book that is related to a social justice topic of each month, followed by a short 
discussion. Discussion questions can also be sent out to parents for those who are 
not able to sit on Zoom that long.  
 
For March, we will be reading a book that relates to Women's History 
Month! Please sign up 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0944a9ae2ea0ff2-childrens 
 

Shaeleigh Parsons 
Director of Children's Ministry 
(she/her/hers) 

 

The Upper Room Devotional - New Issue Available 
 
The Upper Room is a devotional magazine published in Nashville which presents a 
daily Bible passage, a personal story, a prayer, and a thought for the day. Our 
March-April copies are available in the elevator lobby or on the table outside the 
church office. If you are unable to pick up a copy, please contact Linda Guth 
Stangl at linda-guth-stangl@live.com and she will make sure a copy gets to you. 
 

https://topgolf.com/us/play-safely/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0944a9ae2ea0ff2-childrens
mailto:linda-guth-stangl@live.com
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Our Prayer Concerns:  Linda (Lane Prather); Emily Terrell (Lettie Morse); 

George P (John Reed): Glen Gottshall  (Sharon Vreeland); Joyce Simpson; Graves 
(Dan Pike); Lemasters/Daniels families (Lynne Wehrman); Ann Rittenbaum 
(Debbie Lund); Morgan (Margo Petracek); Ron and Carol Wright (Bev Mesey); 
Jacque (Linda Austin); Lorraine Bemis; Doris Thomas, (Randy Thomas); Kristen 
Kremer; Skip Reynolds (John and Sharon Wersching); Gayle Fields; Todd (Gordon 
Ballam); Sherry Dodd, Mia (Paula Murphy); Carol and Jim Simpson (Clarke 
Montford); Dorothy Reid (Sandy Reid); Victor Browning (Janet Iggulden);  Andrew 
Kennon and family, Amanda Kohlfeld (Marcia Kennon); Joe Krabbe and family; 
Mary Felden Peters; Jodi and Chris Medieta (Joel Kichline); George and Norena 
Badway (Toni Miceli’s parents); Jo Ann and Pat Claywell; Joyce and Scott Simpson 
family; Ariana (Jan Hanson); Stuart /Reesor family; those quarantined in close 
quarters; Sherry Bryan;  John and Carolyn Denison in Lake Charles, LA (Carolyn 
Redmore’s brother and sister-in-law); Ryanlyn Mathis; health and healing for 
COVID patients; our country’s future; students and teachers; people suffering 
through natural disasters; for workers who bring us food; for healthcare 
providers. 
 
Prayers will remain on the prayer list until we are notified to remove them. 
 

To have your prayer requests included, please contact us using the: 

• Connection Card or Prayer Requests on our website  

• Email secretary@websterum.org 

• Contact our pastor: 
o Pastor Sharon at pastorsharon@websterum.org 

mailto:secretary@websterum.org
mailto:pastorsharon@websterum.org
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