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A Message from Our Pastor
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IT'S WHAT WE DO

When the bottom falls out of people’s lives through natural, ecological, civil

disasters, or political turmoil, The United Methodist Church shows up. We call

it “UMCOR” (United Methodist Committee On Relief), and it is our global

emergency relief organization. UMCOR’s work reaches people in more than

80 countries, including our own. UMCOR provides survivors not only

temporary relief but long-term education, training, and support. 

It’s what we do.

In the last 10 years, UMCOR has helped address the wide-spread famine in

Africa. As countries such as Bosnia, Syria, and Afghanistan experienced civil

strife, UMCOR was there to help affected communities rebuild homes and

lives. UMCOR has provided relief to survivors of earthquakes and tropical

storms in Haiti and Chile; floods in Pakistan, the tsunami in Japan, and long-

term recovery aid to communities in the US South devastated by hurricanes,

and the western states plagued by wildfires. We have been on the ground

for the fleeing immigrants of the Ukraine, and will continue to provide

support through the local ministries of the surrounding nations.

UMCOR shows up early, and stays late. It’s what we do.



Pastor Sharon
In ministry with you,
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Here is the really cool thing about it; UMCOR sends 100% of donations to the

designated cause. When you give a dollar to UMCOR to help someone who

has just suffered a disaster, every single penny (all 100 of them) goes to the

emergency where you want to send help. That is not typically the case with

the majority of other charities, who use a portion (ranging from 5-65%) of

donations to fund the business of the organization.

“How can we do that?!,” you wonder. We do it by taking an annual offering in

our churches that covers the administrative costs of operations. For more than

50 years, United Methodist congregations have been taking part in a special

UMCOR Sunday, once each year, laying the foundation for UMCOR’s ministry

of relief and hope. UMCOR does not receive United Methodist World Service

or apportionment funds. Without this offering, UMCOR could not exist. With

this offering, we are able to send healing and hope to some of the most 

pain-filled places on earth.

We will celebrate UMCOR Sunday this Sunday, March 27th. Plan to bring

your gift that day (make your check out to Webster United Methodist, and

mark UMCOR on the memo line), or give through our  

Help us underwrite the costs of this extraordinary ministry, and join UMCOR as

the hands and feet of Christ in the world. 

It’s what we do.

website.

https://websterunitedmethodist.org/


This program is for children, 4-years-old to 6th grade, to learn about God and is

held during worship (10:30 am - 11:30 am). Each Sunday in worship, the children

will be called forward for a blessing and then will go to the Discovery Room.

Children will wear masks. There will be games, stories, snacks, and prayer. We

look forward to seeing you every Sunday!

C H I L D R E N ' S  M I N I S T R Y

L I V I N G  S T O N E S

Shae Parsons

W I L D  W E D N E S D A Y S  A R E  B A C K !

Our theme will be Easter, of course! Sign up here.

 

If you would like to volunteer, bring food, or cook

food for any of these or future events, please email

me at directorchildren@websterum.org. 

I would love your help!
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March 27 - The youth will be making personal pizzas for dinner! I will provide
all the toppings and you can bring all of your creativity! Afterward, beginning

at 7:30 pm we will have a mission trip meeting. 
 

**ALL EVENTS WITHIN THE CHURCH REQUIRE A MASK! **
 

Youth Ministry meets on Sundays from 5:30-7:30 pm!
 

Contact directoryouth@websterum.org to
 connect with Pastor Paige

Y O U T H  M I N I S T R Y

March Wild Wednesday!

Thank you to everyone who participated!

Our Next Wild Wednesday! - April 13th @ 5:30 pm

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0944A9AE2EA0FF2-april
mailto:directorchildren@websterum.org
mailto:directoryouth@websterum.org


Easter is April 17th, and once again, we will host our traditional Easter Egg Hunt on

the grounds around the church building immediately following worship. You can

help us host the children in the neighborhood with gifts of wrapped candy, stickers,

and other fun things! 

Please leave your donations in the marked basket in the elevator foyer by

April 10th. Thank you! 

 

Pastor Sharon

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S ,  D E A N N A !

A unanimous vote was cast at Sunday’s Charge Conference

recommending Deanna Jent for candidacy to the 

District Committee on Ordained Ministry. 

Congrats, Deanna! 

W E  N E E D  G O O D I E S  F O R

T H E  E A S T E R  E G G  H U N T !

March is traditionally the month we collect grocery items in bags for LifeWise StL.

Pick up your bag with a list of needed items in the Narthex on any Sunday in

March and return it full of non-perishable food items to add to the collection in

the Chancel (in front of the altar). We'll bless all the groceries this Sunday, March

27th! The Mission Team has set a goal of 800 food items for this year’s food drive.

There's still time to help us exceed our goal! Bring your donations this Sunday!

 

Helen Fuller and Joel Kichline (Missions Co-Chairs)

LIFEWISE FOOD DRIVE
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W O R L D  S E R V I C E  

A P P O R T I O N M E N T

As Deane explained last month, our church is allotted an apportionment to pay various

National and Conference expenses because we are a connectional church. The

apportionment is based on the expenses the church has paid for operations. Webster

United Methodist’s total conference apportionment is $34,182. Of that amount, we pay

$4,119 for World Service, one of our larger asks. World Service Fund is one of seven

national funds supported by apportionments. This fund helps build new churches,

prepares clergy and lay leaders, and pays missionary salaries. It helps to expand Bible

studies and provides leadership for youth ministries. It also continues a proud tradition

of cooperation and dialogue with other faith traditions through interdenominational

and ecumenical work. The World Service Fund is the financial lifeline to a long list of

Christian missions and ministries throughout the denomination. The funds are

distributed through the national General Council on Finance and Administration to

World Service Agencies. Currently, there is a global movement to significantly improve

the health of all people by 2035. This work is supported through the World Service

Apportioned Funds.

 

Lettie J. Morse (Webster United Methodist Treasurer)

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

DISTRICT LENTEN REFLECTION SERVICE

Saturday, March 26 @ 9 am

Arlington UMC

3770 McKelvey Rd

Bridgeton, MO 63044

 

Craft/art items and games will be collected for Epworth Youth (see the link below for

more examples of donations). Email danielsusan55@gmail.com with your name, church,

email address, phone number, & mailing address, or mail this form by  

following its instructions.

"Seeds of Healing, Joy, and Faith"
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There are so many things each of us can do to be good stewards of the world God

blessed us with. Gear up for springtime and the upcoming Faith Climate Action Week

(April 22 - May 1, 2022) by exploring these great resources in our community!

The Missouri Botanical Garden will have a Pollinator Plant Sale starting 

March 27. Online orders placed between March 26 - April 10 will be available for pickup

on April 15 - 17. In-person shopping and sales take place during Pollinator Fair Days on

April 23 and 24 from 10 am - 4 pm.

Partners for Native Landscaping (affiliated with the St. Louis chapter of the Audubon

Society) is working with the St. Louis County Library to present a series of webinars

throughout the month of March on our suburban ecosystems and how we can support

them. Click on the link to find out more or to register for a webinar. 

This has already begun!

The Metropolitan Congregations United has an ongoing environmental justice effort

focused on monitoring the air quality in St. Louis neighborhoods. They always need

volunteers. See if this is a place where you can make a difference. Beth Gutzler is the

Environmental Justice Coordinator at MCU.  

Contact her for more information on how you can help.

Save the date for viewing the film Youth v Gov (facilitated by Interfaith Power &

Light) on Friday, April 22nd in Fellowship Hall. This film shows that we each have

the power to make changes to benefit our sacred trust, God’s earth, and that young

people are leading the way.

Stay tuned for more information on events in April!

Debbie Lund

" P L A N ( T )  A H E A D  F O R  E C O - J U S T I C E "
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 This annual gathering brings together hundreds of St. Louis women each spring to learn

about the beliefs, values, customs, and practices of diverse religious traditions. 

Join us virtually on Thursday, March 31, 2022, from 1 pm-3 pm to hear women

representing the Baha'i Faith, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and Sikhism speak

on this year's theme: "Women of Faith: Living Our Faith in a Secular World." 

All are welcome. This event is free but registration is required. After registering, you will

receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.

Register here.

Carolyn Redmore (Justice Team Coordinator)

41ST ANNUAL WOMEN'S INTERFAITH CONFERENCE

https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit/family-of-attractions/butterfly-house/learn-discover-at-the-butterfly-house-/project-pollinator.aspx
https://partnersfornativelandscaping.stlouisaudubon.org/home
mailto:beth@mcustl.com
https://www.youthvgovfilm.com/
https://www.youthvgovfilm.com/
https://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/?fbclid=IwAR0F12nTLep7GtzU_StLRjUrg7hFJ-GiIPeX4IuywAM7TfmGpjREQELmQg8
https://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/?fbclid=IwAR0F12nTLep7GtzU_StLRjUrg7hFJ-GiIPeX4IuywAM7TfmGpjREQELmQg8
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_KJ1dcMWqR5mSly3jX4McmQ


LENTEN MISSION 

2022

United Methodist Women invite everyone to join us in donating to our 2022 Lenten

Mission observance. This year we come together around the theme “Love, Justice
and Service: Answering the Call.” This year’s offering will support the vital and

vibrant ministry of deaconesses and home missioners, consecrated laity who have

dedicated the entirety of their lives to vocations of love, justice, and service. These

vocations include social work, education, healthcare, advocacy, immigration reform,

anti-poverty initiatives, anti-racism efforts, firefighting, legal justice, and more. There

are about 400 deaconesses and home missioners in the U.S. today. Here’s

information about a few of them:
Monica Bartley serves as the community outreach coordinator for the

Center for Independence of the Disabled in New York City. She educates

and advocates for policy changes related to accessibility. “I like to address

injustices so that I can help others to experience God’s love as I have.”

Cecil Bucud-Arceo serves as the Director of Children’s Ministries at Santa

Ana United Methodist Church in Santa Ana, California. Previously, she taught

at Harris Memorial College, the deaconess training school in the province of

Rizal, Philippines.

Tracy Tarver serves as a special education teacher in Hartford, Connecticut,

working with 4th through 12th-grade students who have been expelled from

the public school system. “I hope my work helps to eradicate injustice by

bringing awareness to the school-to-prison pipeline, while working to stop

the systemic racism that catches so many young people in its web.”

We welcome you to pray, learn, and offer your gifts as we come together as one in spirit

and in faith, on behalf of women, children, and youth across the globe. 

To contribute to our Lenten Mission project, send your checks, payable to Webster UM

Women, to UMW treasurer, Lettie Morse (you can check your directory for her address), OR

put them in Lettie’s mailbox (Treasurer) in the church office. Please write Lenten Mission on

the memo line. Thank you in advance for stepping out in faith to bring the love of Christ

into our world through your prayers and selfless giving. 

 

Cindy Andrews (Webster UMW) 8



HANDS-IN-MISSION CLEAN UP DAY AT CENTENARY

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

I am pleased to announce that Webster United Methodist is sending an 8-person team to

Midwest Missions Distribution Center May 1-5. Five of the team members are first-timers,

for which I am especially grateful. We hope everyone in the church will keep us in your

prayers as our team begins preparation for serving together at MMDC. 

Here are our team members:

Jo Ann Claywell, Ellen Hendrickson, Sharon Kichline, Jan McCurley, Dan Pike,
Katie Renkins, Linda Guth Stangl, and Mary Taylor.

 

Jan McCurley (Team leader) 9

VOLUNTEERS-IN-MISSION TEAM FOR MAY MISSION TRIP



J O I N  T H E S E  B I B L E / B O O K  S T U D I E S !

Sign up now on our website, attend in person, or email assistantpastor@websterum.org 

for a Zoom Link.

FORMING FAITH BIBLE STUDY - WEDNESDAYS @ 7:30 PM

Opportunities to Participate Virtually

THE KING SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS - SUNDAYS @ 8:45 AM

 If you are interested, please contact Earl Jones at aemjjones@att.net.

Help CARE for our congregation -- we are looking for people who can assist

occasionally with food prep, meal delivery, assembling care packages, writing

messages on cards, calling or visiting those unable to come to church.

Contact Deanna Jent (co-chair of the CARE team) at deannajent@gmail.com

to sign up and if you have any questions or suggestions.

VOLUNTEER FOR THE CARE TEAM
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Each year, Spring Bling is one of LifeWise StL’s most highly anticipated events. Guests

can expect an empowering atmosphere, a delicious meal, top-tier entertainment, and a

silent auction featuring an array of designer handbags, beautiful accessories, and

creative gift sets. The event will be in person this year!

Join LifeWise in their efforts to enrich the lives of women in our area, while increasing

their impact in the St. Louis community. Check out their website here 

for more information.

Jan McCurley (UMW Rep for LifeWise)

LIFEWISE StL SPRING BLING BRUNCH & AUCTION

SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 2022

Thanks to our editors Debbie Lund and Linda Guth Stangl for their tireless

efforts editing our newsletter.

THANK YOU TO OUR EDITORS!

https://websterunitedmethodist.org/formingfaithadventbiblestudy/
mailto:assistantpastor@websterum.org
mailto:aemjjones@att.net
mailto:deannajent@gmail.com
https://www.lifewisestl.org/spring-bling/


Gerry Carson; Margaret Christensen; Callie Pacatte; Andrew Sarich;

Mary Shipp; Lyle Browning (Janet Iggulden); Kathy Linss (Beth Gewinner);

John Lark (Mary Taylor); Ellen Smith (Marcia Kennon); Cara Daniel (Julie

Parsons); Bev Mesey's great-granddaughter, Charlotte Rogers; Brian

Emery, Jo Ann Claywell's nephew; Mary Gumerman, Connie Kroenung's

mother; Ellen Hendrickson's sister, Marilyn Cline (Cindy Andrews); for

peace; for those struggling due to depression and isolation; for those in

war; for a continued downward trend in COVID infections; for aging

parents; for spring break travelers; for the people of Ukraine; for world

leaders; and for all to be vaccinated.

 

O U R  P R A Y E R  C O N C E R N S

C O V I D - 1 9  P R O T O C O L S
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Worshippers are welcome to choose their own seats in the sanctuary.

Please maintain appropriate physical distancing.

Please wear masks when moving about in the building. 

You may remove your mask when seated in the sanctuary.

-Pastor Sharon and Tom Pacatte (Chair of Safety Team)

If you want to schedule a space for

your group, check the calendar and

send your request to

admin.communications@websterum.org

to schedule all usage! 

N E W S L E T T E R

A R T I C L E  D E A D L I N E
All articles and submissions must be

sent to secretary@websterum.org and

admin.communications@websterum.org

by Monday at 10 am to be in that

week’s newsletter.

C H U R C H  S P A C E

R E S E R V A T I O N S

mailto:admin.communications@websterum.org
mailto:secretary@websterum.org
mailto:admin.communications@websterum.org

